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Welcome to Synod 

Our 20 newly-elected members of General Synod from the Oxford Diocese 


See Page 3 for 
an analysis 
of what it 
all means 



Edwin Barnes 

Principal, St Stephen ’s 
House, Oxford 



Susan Cole-King Peter Downham Martin Flatman 

Team Deacon, Dorchester Vicar of Grey friars, Vicar of Cowley St John, 

Reading Oxford 



David Goldie 

Borough Dean, Milton 
Keynes - 



Annette Nixon 

Parish Deacon, Earley St 
Peter 



Martin Peirce 

Diocesan Director or 
Ordinands 



Carole Cull 

(Reading). Medical 
statistician, Reader 




Gillian Sumner 

Principal, Oxford 
Archdeaconry Training 
Scheme 


Philip Giddings 

(Reading). University 
Lecturer, Reader 



John Madeley 

(Reading). Journalist and 
Reader 


Anna Thomas-Betts 

(Slough). University 
Lecturer 






Hugh Craig 

(Bradfield). Chartered 
engineer, Reader 


Frank Weston 

Archdeacon of Oxford 


Trevor Williams 

(Oxford University) 
Trinity College Chaplain 


Valerie Bonham 

(Reading). Librarian and 
vicars wife 


Clare Gough 

(Reading). Music teacher 


Terry Landsbert 

(Oxford). Secretary , 
Diocesan Baord of Finance 


Hilary Unwin 

(Amersham) Accredited 
Lay Worker 


. David Wright 

(Oxford). Solicitor and 
Reader 


Come into one village 

this Christmas for 
unique ideas: hand made 
home & living accessories 
from 25p to£££. 

Containers, decor, 
furnishings, bags, slipper 
socks and much, much, 
more.... 

one village 

The World Shop ^ 

ON THE A34 IN WOODSTOCK- OXFORD 
& REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

ONLY FROM COOPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 


Careful and 
creative 
investments 
to help build 
a better world 


An opportunity to invest 
directly in alternative 
production and marketing 
for Third World 
communities. Please write 
or phone for our 
information sheet: 

One Village, 

Charlbury, Oxford 0X7 3SQ 
Phone 0993 812 866 
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MAKE THE STARS SHINE 
at your Christmas Services 


You can afford to with these economical 
easy to use star-shaped holders and candles 
See twinkling eyes as 
the whole congregation 
hold a candlelit star. 

Or, simply use them to 
illuminate your church. 
The holders are 4" x 
metallic foil card in gold and 
silver with candles 6" x Vi" in 
both red and blue. 

Approx burning time up to two 
hours 

HOLDERS ARE REUSABLE, 
complete with candles ready for 
assembly 

BOX OF 25 - £11.00 
BOXES OF 50 - £21.00 
Extra candles in white, blue, or red 
£13.50 per hundred 

CANDLES for making CHRISTINGLES white or red 4" x 
1 Vi " only 

£8.75 for 100, £30.50 for 500 
PROCESSIONAL CANDLES 8" x %" 

Boxes of 100 £15.00 
Cardboard drip shields 100 for £4.00 
WE ALSO PRODUCE 
BAPTISM CANDLES AND HOLDERS 
Original style-ready to use 
Boxes of 20 for £15.40 
New Style — self assembly 
Boxes of 20 for £13.20 
All sizes are approximate 
ORDER NOW IN GOOD TIME 
to avoid disappointment 
ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE 
Post and Packing and VAT 
This gives you good value, and in addition we offer a 
generous discount of 10% on all orders over £60 
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belita 


Grove House, Wade House Road, 
Shelf, Halifax HX3 7PF 
Tel: (0274) 678337 (24 hrs) 



PROFIT FOR YOUR CHURCH 

Two full colour beautifully illustrated childrens books. Illustrated 
Childrens Bible by Caxton and Illustrated Bible Stories by Clivedon 
published at £11.95 and £7.95 respectively. 

Our price £5.99 and £3.99. Add £2 per copy sold for church funds. 

For more information and to place order please telephone: 
LIZ WRIGHT - 0823 400561 (24 hrs). 




ITS NOT ONLY IN ROMANIA 
THAT YOU’LL FIND CHILDREN 
SU FFERING FROMAI DS 

At Mildmay Mission Hospital 

in London's East End we already care for men, women 
and children (often whole families) affected by AIDS. 

We also run a specialist unit for young disabled people. 

Our Christian doctors, nurses, counsellors, therapists 
and resident chaplain have one aim in common: to 
improve the patient's quality of life. 
Medically. Emotionally. Socially. Spiritually. 

Mildmay urgently needs funds to continue this vital 
work. 

£500,000 to be precise. 

Please give whatever you can. 


To: Mildmay Mission Hospital 
FREEPOST, London E2 7BR 
(no stamp needed) 

Please accept my donation of £5 □ £10 □ £25 

□ £50 □ £100 [J Other £ 

(Cheques payable to Mildmay Mission 
Hospital) and send me further information on 
Mildmay's work, (thank you). 

SURNAME (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss) 

FIRST NAME ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

Mfctmay to an h Upwdwi Chrtc&ar cha/lta bto hoapttai. Hag Charity Mo 292058 



Lessons of 
life and death 


6 1 am sometimes asked to 
relate how I was ‘saved’. 
The answer has to be that I 
haven’t been, in the sense of a 
conversion on the road to 
Damascus. My mother was a 
devout Christian, a high Anglo- 
Catholic — and thus the idea of 
God, and a knowledge of the 
Old and New Testaments, was 
imparted to me from infancy. A 
keen interest in history at school 
embraced also the Bible, and 
thus I had no difficulty with 
‘Scripture’, as it was then call- 
ed, as a subject. My life was 
not, however, consciously in- 
fluenced by Christianity, other 
than as a remote guide to 
behaviour; a guide that I fre- 
quently disregarded when it af- 
fected my personal interest. 

Shot and shell in the Second 
World War inevitably concen- 
trated my mind from time to 
time on the spiritual nature of 
life but, like many soldiers in 
such circumstances, in between 
hazards its importance faded. 
Looking back, I see that I took 
God’s service up as it suited me. 
me. 

During the Korean War, as a 
captive, I was brought back to 
health during a period of malaria 
when our padre, Sam Davies, 
said a prayer by my side. As he 
laid his hand on my head, the 
fever left me immediately. A 
few days later, I began to 
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wonder whether this outcome 
was, after all, simply a sort of 
conditioned reflex. 

Then, during a period of tor- 
ture and solitary confinement, I 
prayed intensely and was often 
conscious that God was listen- 
ing and responding. Relieved 
from the worst of these times, 
I recognised that in being a 
smart, 20th century man, ex- 
plaining my healing in secular 
terms, I was abusing God’s mer- 
cy. On subsequent occasions 
alone in a cell, I reflected on 
what I believed in, and conclud- 
ed that my life was changed 
thereby. 

Yet, as soon as I was releas- 
ed into the wide world and 


reunited with my family, and 
had resumed my profession and 
other interests, my spiritual life 
diminished in the sense that it 
became something Toy Sundays 
or rare moments of crisis. In 
terms of witness, I stood firmly 
with the Church, but was un- 
willing to be more than an 
associate member. 

Then my first wife became ill • 
with cancer, and died. I had 
breezily supposed that, after a 
few serious prayers, her brave 
struggle would be successful. It 
became apparent to me that I 
presumed on a knowledge of 
God’s mind. During this most 
painful period of my life, the 
reflections in a captive’s cell 
returned to me, sparing me 


some of the confusion of 
bereavement. 

In the succeeding years, I 
have grown up a bit as a Chris- 
tian, even though I am far from 
able to submit to living a whol- 
ly Christian life. Thus, when the 
IRA left a bomb in my garden, 
and my youngest grandson was 
saved from being blown to 
smithereens with his father and 
my comrade-in-arms, I did not 
pursue an explanation for the ex- 
tension of God’s mercy to us. It 
is enough that it was extended. 
No doubt, I must maintain my 
vigilance against terrorism. On 
such considerations, I A 
hope to build an in- y 
destructable faith. * 

General Sir Anthony Farrar-Hockley 
is an author, military historian and 
lecturer. He enlisted, under age, 
during the Second World War and 
rose from the ranks to become 
Commander-in-Chief of the Allied 
Forces in Northern Europe. He 
retired from the army in 1983. His 
numerous decorations include a 
DSO and an MC. 


Reading’s 
drop-in 
centre opens 

THE Reading and District 
Council of Churches officially 
opened the doors of its new 
Drop-in Centre at St Saviour’s 
Hall, Berkeley Avenue on Oc- 
tober 6, with the help of the 
Mayor of Reading, Councillor 
Geoffrey Canning. 

This major new initiative is a 
response to the growing problem 
of homelessness in the town 
which was highlighted by a 
report commissioned by an 
RDCC Working Party which 
suggests that a growing band of 
single, predominantly male 
young people are slipping 
through the net. They have no 
alternative but to roam the 
streets. 

It is this group that the centre 
hopes to attract. In the long-run 
the centre will offer food, 
warmth, shelter, clothing, 
somewhere to wash and relax, 
basic health care, a referral ser- 
vice, a listening ear, and 
spiritual guidance to those who 
want it. 

RDCC raised the money for 
the Centre through appeals to 
local churches and other bodies. 
It will be managed by a commit- 
tee and day-to-day running will 
fall upon a manager and two 
part-time workers. 

Can You Help? 

There are two main areas where 
help is needed: • Food, 

clothing, crockery, cutlery and 
cash are always in short supp- 
ly. • Volunteers willing to get 
involved on a day-to-day basis 
are essential if the Centre is to 
offer the breadth of service that 
is needed. Training will be 
given. 

Telephone: 0734 421627 or 
507892. 

Some corrections 

ON page 13 of the ecumenical 
September DOOR we referred 
to the Anglican Archdeaconry 
Ecumenic^ Officers as “servic- 
ing their County Ecumenical 
Councils’’. The Bishop of 
Reading has asked us to point 
out that this is not the case in 
Berkshire where Sister Janet 
Wilcox, a Roman Catholic nun, 
is the ecumenically funded and 
appointed Secretary to the new 
‘Churches Together in 
Berkshire’, and is known as the 
County Ecumenical Officer. 

The Revd David Cawte con- 
tinues to be the Archdeaconry 
EO, but does not have a role ser- 
vicing the new Council. Nor did 
he before ‘Churches Together’. 
Apologies to all concerned. 

Apologies, too, to Carole 
Williams of High Wycombe 
whom we omitted from the Oc- 
tober list of women deacons or- 
dained last year. Please pray for 
her. 

And to Jeanne Lindley. The 
title of the book she reviewed in 
the October issue should have 
read God's Grey Warriors by 
Michael Apichella (Monarch, 
£5.99). 


TOC H 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford OX9 9HB 

Telephone: 08677 2004 

Well equipped modern house set in 
four acres. Sleeps 21 (mainly single 
rooms). 

Two conference rooms (each seating 
30), plus smaller group rooms. 

Near M40 — seven miles from Oxford. 
Ideal for conferences, retreats, group 
holidays. 

All enquiries to Warden in residence 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 
with Oxfordshire connections 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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SYNOD ELECTIONS 


Women ready to be counted 


THE General Synod Election 
results, announced in the first 
week of October, brought 
women deacons into the House 
of Clergy for the first time, a 
strong possibility that there will 
be women priests within the next 
five years, plus a few surprises. 

This is the first election in 
which women have been eligi- 
ble to stand for the House of 
Clergy. As a result, the Synod 
will include 25 women deacons, 
three of them from this Diocese. 
They are Susan Cole-King, or- 
dained as a priest in America but 
recognised as a Deacon here; 
Annette Nixon, the former 
Diocesan Children’s Officer; 
and Gill Sumner, Principal of 
the Oxford Archdeaconry Train- 
ing Scheme. 

Half of our new lay members 
are also women. Among them is 
Anna Thomas-Betts, who was 
born in India but now lives in 
Slough and lectures in 
Geophysics at London Univer- 
sity. She has served on the PCC 
at Langley for many years, 
while at Diocesan level she has 
been a co-ordinator of the One 
World Group and for three years 
a member of the Board of Social 
Responsibility. In her campaign 
she had the support of the BSR’s 
Race Group of which she is a 
member. 

Surprise defeats 

Amongst the surprises was the 
defeat of Sir John Stokes, a self- 
confessed traditionalist, and 
Conservative MP for Halesowen 
and Stourbridge, and Bill Whif- 
fen, Priest-in-charge at Seer 
Green and Jordans, and Con- 
venor of the Christian Ethical 
Investment Group. Both were 
members of the last General 
Synod, but William Oddie was 
not. However, the jour- 
nalist/non-stipendiary priest, 


well known for his criticism of 
the state of the Church of 
England and its Synod, was also 
defeated. 

Martin Peirce, Chairman of the 
Diocesan Synod House of 
Clergy, and Philip Giddings, 
Chairman of the House of Lai- 
ty, were both re-elected, while 
David Goldie, the new Borough 
Dean for Milton Keynes, is in 
for the first time. So too is 
Trevor Williams, Chaplain of 
Trinity College* who was 
returned as the University 
member in a separate election. 
The Archdeacon of Oxford, 
Frank Weston, is the arch- 
deacons’ choice, while as a 
diocesan bishop the Bishop of 
Oxford automatically joins the 
House of Bishops. 

Non-party line 

The issue of women priests 
will almost certainly dominate 
the new session. General Synod 
is regarded as the Church of 
England’s parliament, but unlike 
the House of Commons its 
members do not toe a party line. 
It is, therefore, difficult to 
predict the exact outcome of any 
vote. From the views declared 
in their manifestoes, however, 
it is evident that those in favour 
of the ordination of women 
priests will form a majority in 
both the House of Clergy and. 
House of Laity. Whether it will 
be the necessary 75 per cent re- 
mains uncertain. “We are 
cautiously optimistic’’ said 
Susan Cole-King. “In any case, 
it is very encouraging that so 
many clergy voted for women.” 

The fifth General Synod is 
elected for a five-year term, and 
will be inaugurated by the 
Queen on November 13 follow- 
ing a service in Westminster 
Abbey. 

See also page 7 
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Christians in Abingdon hit upon a novel way of advertising their October Abingdon Alive 
Ecumenical Festival. Throughout the month they toured the town in their own exhibition 
bus, offering festival information, entertainment, videos and refreshments to passers by. 

Photo: Frank Blackwell 


Vicar in poll 
tax rebellion 


THE Revd Paul Nicolson, of 
Hambleden Valley, is taking a 
firm stand against the communi- 
ty charge. And he is prepared to 
go to prison to support his case. 

Thousands of people, he be- 
lieves, are either cutting down 
on essentials to meet the cost, or 
are facing a reduction in their 
social benefits, public examina- 
tion of their financial affairs, or 
a visit from the bailiffs. 

“Many people simply can’t 
pay at all, and are faced with the 
humiliation of litigation. 
Honourable and decent people 
are being put through very 
unpleasant experiences. I am us- 
ing my position to draw atten- 
tion to their plight,” he says. 

The rebellion may not end in 
a prison sentence, though. The 
authorities can extract the 
money directly from Mr 
Nicolson’s pay, or he may find 
the bailiffs knocking at his door. 
But tie is prepared. “This is an 
act of civil disobedience in 
which I submit myself with 
courtesy and peace to the due 
processes of the law.” 

Mr Nicolson believes that any 
just system of taxation must take 



into account the ability of peo- 
ple to pay. “It would be very 
easy to write the cheque to pay 
the tax, but then I believe I 
would have compromised my 
faith in God’s particular love for 
the poor and the powerless. 

“When the State falls short in 
its treatment of the poor and the 
powerless, then the Christian is 
bound by an overriding commit- 
ment to God to speak out and to 
act” says Paul Nicolson. Mean- 
while he has received the second 
reminder from Wycombe 
District Council, so the sum- 
mons to appear in court will not 
be far behind. 


Diocesan 

Synod 

THE Oxford Diocesan Synod 
will meet on Saturday Novemb- 
er 24 at Dora Cohen Hall, Lady 
Spencer Churchill College, 
Holton, Oxford. Synod will be 
asked by the chairman of the 
Board of Finance to consider the 
1991 Budget and a new Chair- 
man will be elected. 

Among other items for debate 
are housing and homelessness. 
Church schools, and the parish 
share. 


Christmas DOOR 

THE theme of the December 
DOOR will be Good News. 
Once again we want to include 
details of your plans for 
Christmas and New Year drop- 
in and crisis centres. Please tell 
us about them by November 10, 
and let us know if volunteers or 
food is needed. 

We would also like informa- 
tion about any special events you 
are planning to mark the start of 
the Decade of Evangelism at 
Epiphany. 

If any parish wants to increase 
their December order, please 
will they contact their deanery 
distributor by November 15. 
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With AIDS 
in mind 

WORLD AIDS Day on Decem- 
ber 1 is not just for people with 
AIDS but for all of us. The aim 
of this annual international day 
of action is to increase 
awareness of the disease as well 
as to support prevention and 
care activities. This year there 
is to be a special emphasis upon 
the impact of AIDS/HIV upon 
women. 

A number of meetings bet- 
ween Church representatives 
and health workers have already 
been arranged throughout the 
Diocese to explore the Chur- 
ches’ response to people living 
with HIV and AIDS. On Oc- 
tober 25 a conference on ‘The 
Churches and AIDS’ is due to 
take place at Ruskin College, 
Oxford, and will be jointly 
chaired by the Bishop of Oxford 
and the Chairman of the Oxford 
Regional Health Authority In 
West Berkshire an HIV/AIDS 
seminar for clergy and lay peo- 
ple will be repeated on the Satur- 
day mornings of November 3, 
10 and 17 in three different loca- 
tions. Details from Jackie 
Perrow on 0734 586161 ext 
2369 or David Clark, 0734 
471909. 

Families can play an impor- 
tant part in the prevention, treat- 
ment and care of AIDS. With 
this in mind the Mothers’ Union 
have updated their leaflet AIDS 
. . . talking with your children 
and copies are available from 
Rosemary Peirce, 70 Yarnells 
Hill, Botley, Oxford OX2 9BG. 
Tel: 0865 721330. 

There will be a number of 
events in the Oxford area 
specifically for World AIDS 
Day including a candlelight vigil 
at 5.30pm on December 1 at the 
Martyrs’ Memorial in St Giles’. 
Details in What’s On, page 20. 

For full details of the pro- 
gramme and/or help with 
organisaing an event contact Ms 
Robin Gorman, Aids Liason Of- 
ficer, Oxford City Council on 
0865 252373. 


Thank you 

MANY thanks to all DOOR 
readers who responded to our 
September appeal to raise funds 
for Bishop George Kyaw Mya 
of Burma to fly to England. 

Mr Alan Adams reports that 
you responded immediately to 
the tune of £1,400, and Bishop 
Richard made a gift of £1,000 
from the Diocesan Outreach 
Fund. The good news is that 
Bishop George hopes to fly to 
London on October 29 to 
receive medical help at Univer- 
sity College Hospital. All 
donors will be kept informed. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


John Madeley 


The Gulf, arms and the poor 


IN MARCH, 1988, around 6,000 Kur- 
dish people were gas-bombed in the Iraqi 
town of Halabja, and died horrendous 
deaths. Five months later Iraqi 
warplanes dropped chemical weapons on 
dozens of Kurdish villages, causing un- 
told suffering and, again, many deaths. 
After years of systematic persecution by 
their own government, these people were 
murdered under the orders of Saddam 
Hussein. 

What was the response of the outside 
world to this slaughter? There was none. 
No condemnation, other than a muted 
squeak. France and the Soviet Union 
continued'to sell armaments to Iraq. It 
was good for business. 

Two years later Iraqi troops walked 
into Kuwait, using the weapons that 
West and East had supplied. The suffer- 
ing that Hussein has caused is in- 
calculable — to the Kurds, to the 
innocent people caught up in Kuwait 
who become refugees in Jordan and 
elsewhere, and also to millions of the 
world’s poor. 

But do not the government who sold 
the arms, and thus made Hussein’s ag- 


gression possible, also have some respon- 
sibility? If Iraq had been forced to reply 
purely on armaments and parts produc- 
ed in Iraq, it is doubtful if it would have 
marched into Kuwait. 

If we in the West and East act as 
salesman of armaments to the Third 
World, we can never know for sure 
against whom those arms will be pointed. 

Eventually, they may be pointed 
against friends of the sellers or even the 
sellers themselves. The Campaign 
Against the Arms Trade has long argued 
for an end to this unseemly and deathly 
trade. The march of Hussein just might 
have helped West and East to see the 
sense of CATT’s arguments. 

The biggest suffering that Hussein has 
caused — and indirectly by countries 
that continued to sell him armaments — 
is to the unseen poor. The higher prices 
for oil that poor countries have to pay 
because of the uncertainty and disrup- 
tion of oil supplies, has tightened the 
screw still further on already im- 
poverished countries and people. For 
every dollar the price of oil rises on 
world markets, the poorer countries who 


import oil, together have to find another 
$2 billion. 

Iraq is surely responsible for paying 
them compensation. But stepping up the 
amount of oil produced by other coun- 
tries is probably the best way, in the im- 
mediate future, to force the price back 
to a level that is not a burden on the 
poor. 

The Gulf crisis shows us yet again that 
when the world scene hiccups or erupts, 
the people who pay the price are those 
who are already barely surviving. If 
sanctions do not work, and the West 
decides to force Iraq out of Kuwait, 
perhaps those in authority will 
remember that such action might cause 
the already high oil price to go into or- 
bit and literally mean death for millions 
of the poor. And this, in my view, is an 
important reason for Christians not to 
support the use of force in the present 
conflict, but rather to urge that the 
search for a peaceful solution must go 
on, however wearing or frustrating that 
search may be. 

John Madeley is the Editor of Internation- 
al Agricultural Development and a 
member of the General Synod. 



I SECURE 
BElREffilT 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers sup- 
port and specialised care to its more elderly pensioners, including 
clergy widows and church workers retired from the stipendiary 
ministry. 

Running 8 residential and nursing homes the Board offers security 
and peace of mind at a time of life when it is most needed. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 1991 , but in order 
to cope with the growing number of our pensioners we must con- 
tinue this much needed work by planning and building new homes. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and legacies. 

Please help us to give a little Extra Care 


To: The Secretary, The Church of England Pensions Board 
7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 

I would like to help those who have cared 
for others and enclose my donation of £ 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Further details of your work 

Information on Deed of Covenant/Annual 
Donation/Payroll Giving 

A form of words to remember the Pension Board in mv 
will 


Name.... 
Address . 


Reg. Charity no. 236627 


TD/U 
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Why do some churches grow? • 


Leadership is key 
—and involvement 


WE are reading constantly about declin- 
ing congregations, empty churches and 
a general malaise in the Church. But 
some churches ARE quietly growing. 
Why? What influences their growth? Do 
numbers simply fluctuate in tandem with 
the population, or can growth be actively 
stimulated? At the end of 1988 the 
Bishop of Oxford, The Rt Revd Richard 
Harries, asked the Diocese of Oxford 
Advisory Group on Mission (ODAGM) 
to try and find out what makes some 
churches grow. The DOOR reports their 
findings and profiles five of the parishes 
they visited. 

What do we mean by 
growth? 

The Advisory Group first had to define 
“growth”, and soon came to realise that 
while it is relatively easy to assess 
numerical and financial development, 
many other areas of growth are unseen and 
impossible to quantify- They also recognis- 
ed that a numerical increase in church 
membership is not necessarily a true in- 
dicator of a church’s ability to remain 
faithful to the Gospel. 

Some churches have clearly ‘grown’, but 
have not got numerically bigger. There are 
village congregations which have not in- 
creased in size, but which have a much 
greater percentage of the population atten- 
ding church than much larger and ‘grow- 
ing’ suburban churches. On the other hand, 
there may also be some village churches 
where the population and congregation 
have decreased, and yet where there has 
been real spiritual (and'possibly financial) 
growth. 

It is dangerous to assume that ‘successful’ 
churches must be the best models for all 
to follow, concluded the Group. Indeed, 
‘failure’ in human terms, whether cor- 
porate or individual, may well go hand-in- 
hand with a deep and lively faith. However, 
it was agreed that churches where quan- 
tifiable growth had occurred clearly had 
something interesting to share with the rest 
of the Diocese. 

The Brief 

The three Archdeacons were asked to sug- 
gest up to 10 churches from each arch- 
deaconry which had experienced significant 
growth in the past 10 years. Members of 
the Advisory Group on Mission (the 
Diocesan think-tank on Mission) would 
then visit these with a view to examining 
the changes that had taken place over a five 
or 10-year period. This would then enable 
some evaluation of the long-term effect of 
methods used, particularly where growth 
had been planned for. 

The group split into twos and threes and 
visited 13 churches all over the Diocese 
between March and July 1989. Each In- 
cumbent was interviewed, if possible, with 
some of the leading lay people. In addition, 
a factual questionnaire was completed pro- 
viding details about other parish staff. 


population, size of electoral roll and parish 
finances. 

The visits 

In the course of their visits the team con- 
centrated on two fundamental questions: 

1. What factors do you think have been 
critical for your growth? 

2. Have you planned for growth and if so 
how? 

The bulk of the time was spent eliciting 
‘the story’ of the parish as perceived by 
clergy and parishioners, and this in itself 
was found to be useful for the interviewers 
and ‘storytellers’ alike. Each visit was then 
written up as objectively as possible. 

What the survey revealed 

‘ ‘My function is to love people into 
holiness , ’ ’ said one vicar; and leadership 
was found to be a key factor for growth. 
Lay involvement was also found to be vital. 
“The coach for the football team” is how 
another incumbent described his position 
in the parish. 

Other important factors for growth were: 
high status for children, variety and im- 
portance of worship, organisation and plan- 
ning, emphasis on pastoral care. 

Personality 

factor 

THE Revd Margaret Hall, is one of the 
ODAGM panel who conducted the 
survey. She was particularly interested 
to discover why people get involved in 
the Church in the first instance. Were 
they “moved by God”? Were they en- 
couraged and introduced by Christian 
friends? Was it as a result of a crisis in 
their personal life? 

“The survey suggests that the per- 
sonality of the clergyman was the over- 
whelming factor,” says Margaret. “In 
one parish I visited, the church had been 
almost empty most Sundays, but people 
had been quietly worshipping in the 
privacy of their own homes. The vicar 
enabled them to give expression to 
their faith publicly, together, in church 
in a way they couldn't before,” Mar- 
garet found this reliance on a single per- 
sonality quite sad. “I felt it should be the 
whole Church that draws people in.” 

What a responsibility for one pair of 
shoulders! But it needn’t be, as Margaret 
explains: “In the most successful in- 
stances, things work two ways: the in- 
cumbent shares his work with the laity. 
He then gets a great deal of support from 
his congregation. People will come to 
church and stay if they feel welcome, if 
they feel they have a place.” 

The Revd Margaret Hall is a Deacon in the 
Parish of Great Chesham. 


Reflection 

In addition to the more obvious factors for 
growth the study also highlighted other 
characteristics: 

1. Care for the needy within the con- 
gregation for the open sharing of faith. 

2. Small fellowship groups within the con- 
gretation for the open sharing of faith. 

3. An ability to cope with change. 

4. Generous giving of money. 

5. An outward looking attitude and an ac- 
tive concern for the locality. 

6. A consistent programme of teaching 
often reflected in the preaching. 

7. An active prayer life (eg. daily office, 
prayer group, quiet day, parish retreat). 

8. Often a relatively new incumbent who 
had been ordained young enough to 
take posts of responsibility at an 
early age. 

Which churches were visited? 

Berkshire Archdeaconry : Christchurch, Ab- 
ingdon, St John and St Mary, California 
(Berkshire), St George’s, Owlsmoor, Trinity 
Church, Lower Earley, Reading; Buckingham 
Archdeaconry: St Mary’s, Amersham, Holy 
Trinity, Aylesbury, Wooburn Green, Bourne 
End, St Leonard’s, Chesham Bois, St Andrew’s, 
Hatters Lane, High Wycombe, St Andrew, Great 
Linford in Stantonbury, and Willen LEP, Milton 
Keynes; Oxford Archdeaconry: Our Lady’s, 
Bloxham, St Mary’s, Thame, St Mary’s, 
Wootton. 

In each mini-profile on these pages a single 
factor for growth has been highlighted but the 
Survey of course revealed many others. 

The members of the Oxford 
Diocesan Advisory Group on 
Mission who took part in the 
survey were: 

Bishop Dick Watson (chairman), Colin Bennetts, 
David Bishop, Keith Lamdin, Penelope Weston, 
Anna Thomas-Betts, Margaret Hall, Richard 
Stansfield, Martin Roper, Wendy Carey, Gillian 
Poole, Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, David 
Karsten, David Meara (secretary, and with Dick 
Watson, joint author of the survey report). 

David Meara who drafted and edited the 
survey report comments: 

There are still many questions left unanswered, 
such as “How does numerical growth relate to 
other kinds of growth?’’ (in depth of prayer and 
commitment for instance)? Can the growth we 
saw in the selected parishes be maintained in- 
definitely? How does the social setting of a 
church affect its ability to grow? 

Such questions mean that more work in this 
area could be done, and our report is only a 
preliminary one. Indeed, individual parishes 
could be encouraged to look at their own pat- 
tern of growth (using Parish Audit material 
perhaps?), and send examples of good and ef- 
fective practice for possible publication in The 
DOOR early in 1991. 

We can all learn from each other, especially 
now that the Decade of Evangelism is encourag- 
ing us to be more confident about what we have 
to offer to our communities. 

Copies of the Report: Some Growing Chur- 
ches are available from the Parish Resources 
Department, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB at £1 (p and p in- 
cluded). 


B 

£ 



The Revd Chris Neale with his Honorary Assistant 
Curate, the Revd Tina Stirling. 


Planning 
with vision 


‘A clear setting of objectives \ 
NUMBERS have doubled at St 
Mary’s since 1986, when the 
Revd Chris Neale took over. 
The congregation of 700 last 
Christmas was witness to that. 

Chris Neale inherited a divid- 
ed church with a low profile in 
the town, but from the moment 
of his arrival was determined to 
be Vicar of Thame as a whole, 
a market town with a population 
of 10,000. With a combination 
of clear Bible-based teaching 
backed up by prayer, and by 
providing a range of worship 
both traditional and modern “to 
keep everyone happy”, he has 
been able to inspire his con- 
gregation whatever their brand 
of churchmanship. 

The secret has been in a 


“clear setting of objectives” and 
meticulous planning, both short 
and long term, in consultation 
with his PCC. The result is an 
impressive list of activities co- 
ordinated from a parish office, 
ranging from a junior church 
with over 100 members to an 
annual parish holiday. An am- 
bitious plan to refurbish and ex- 
tend the church and to add an 
undercroft will make even more 
possible. 

In fact, there has been so 
much growth in Thame that it 
has become difficult for Chris 
Neale to remain the traditional 
vicar who knows everyone. But 
even that is being planned for, 
and with his PCC and fellow 
clergy he is already looking at 
shared leadership models. 


TERRY’S CROSS 
Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy 
widows 

Unfurnished bedsitting rooms 
with full board. 

NOW AVAILABLE at: 
Terry's Cross 
Clergy Retirement Home 
Henfield, West Sussex. 
Details: Accountant, Church 
House, 9 Brunswick Square 
HOVE BN3 1 EN. 

Tel: Brighton 29023 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldote, Oxford 0X1 1 RB 
Tel: 244854 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 






FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - PARTIES - etc. etc. 
The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair Organ — Fun 
Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 781888 24 HR Answering 
Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon-Fri) Or write ... The 
Bouncy Castle Company, 9 Easthampstead 
Road, Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 2EH 


UNDER 

STRESS? 

Stress therapist Marie Bewley; 
fully qualified in Reflexology and 
Physical Essential Oils Therapy, 
has set up her practice in 
Abingdon. Her healing ministry 
has been blessed by Lord 
Coggan at Bede House Convent. 

For further information: 

Telephone: 
ABINGDON 555932 


o< St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 


AT YOUR SERVICE 
ACROSS THE 
DIOCESE 


BIBLES 

BOOKS 

COMMENTARIES 

A.S.B.’s 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

63-65 High Street 
Great Missenden 

GREETINGS CARDS 
POSTERS 

CASSETTES & C.D.’s 
FRAMED PICTURES 

STATIONERY 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

Bucks 

JEWELLERY etc. 

‘SPECIAL’ 

HP 16 0AA 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ORDERS 

Tel. (02406) 2168 

SUPPLIES 


60 London Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4SQ 

Tel: (0734) 576078 


2 Kingsway House 
King Street 
Maidenhead 
Berks 
SL6 1EE 

Tel. (0628) 21985 


50 Church Street 
Wolverton 
Milton Keynes 
Bucks 
MK12 5JW 
Tel. (0908) 221331 


152 Desborough Road 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP1 1 2QA 
Tel. (0494) 22004 



Courtesy Oxford and County Newspapers 


The Door, November 1990 5 


• Why do some churches grow? 


St Mary's, Wootton 



Leadership 


'The Vicar reckons to spend three to four hours a day visiting \ 


FATHER Leonard Doolan ar- 
rived in the village of Wootton 
near Woodstock in December, 
1985, to find morale among his 
parishioners at a low ebb. 
Church life, it seemed, was 
growing stale. 

Soon he was to change all 
that. Leonard Doolan is the 
1990 president of the annual 
Wootton Flower Show, and 
chairman of the governors of the 
village school. He compiles a 
newsheet for distribution to all 
houses, and works hard to in- 
volve the children in the life of 
the Church. He has, for in- 
stance, held workshops for 
children from the whole 
Woodstock Deanery. St Mary’s 


has also opened its doors to non- 
Anglicans both individually and 
collectively. Perhaps most im- 
portant, Father Doolan is 
available. He lives in .the 
villages and travels around on 
foot devoting three to four hours 
a day to visiting. 

In years gone by only about 
15-25 people regularly took 
Communion. Now, on an or- 
dinary Sunday, there are 
perhaps 60-70 Communicants. 
But growth is evident in other 
ways too, and involvement, en- 
thusiasm, commitment and 
morale are all at a high level 
under Leonard Doolan ’s new 
direction. 


St Mary's, Amersham 


Children not 
in the way 

‘Children are now welcomed rather than tolerated \ 

THE Revd Anthony Priddis has young children of his own, and 
his wife is a teacher. So perhaps it was inevitable that when they 
came to St Mary’s about four years ago they concentrated their 
energies on involving children and young people in the life of their 
church. 

Changes: 

• There was no Sunday School at St Mary’s, now there are three 
classes. • Amersham ’s young people were not involved, now there 
is a youth group of 30 and a lively group of 18-30 year olds and 
an annual church camp. • The major service used to attract about 
20, now attendance regularly reaches 140 of all ages. • Just two 
or three people used to attend Evensong — Now it is enjoyed 
regularly by at least 18 people. 



ST. GILES-IN-READING 

ORGANIST & 
DIRECTOR OF 
MUSIC 

required 

For full details please apply 
to: 

The Revd, Bruce Dutson 
St. Giles Rectory 
Church Street, Reading 
Berkshire RG1 2SB 



HARLEQUIN GLASS 

Stained Glass 
Restoration 

Specialist in glass painting , repair 
of damaged panels and windows. 

We can undertake the complete work, from 
removal of the damaged panel through to the 
installation of the restored piece. 

REPAINTING, MATCHING OF 
ORIGINAL GLASS, & RELEADING 

New commissions also undertaken 

Folly Bridge Workshops, 

Thames Street, Oxford OX1 1SU 
(access via Cromwell Street) 

Telephone 0865 727203 


Involving 
the laity 

‘People come here because they want to 9 . 

AND they come because they feel involved, 
welcome and wanted. People from all walks of 
life have a job to do in their church. In effect 
they share the ministry of the incumbent, the 
Revd Ken Humphreys. 

In 1982, California became a separate parish 
without a church building. The PCC gave careful 
consideration to their needs, and decided the local 
school had everything they needed. They were 
free then to invest in people rather than buildings. 

The school building is an easy ‘way in’ to 
church for many people. On Sunday, worship- 
pers literally have to put up the church in the hall. 
Other buildings are also involved in different 
events — for example the old people’s home 
hosts special services for toddlers. Lay people 
have a hand in everything from baptisms (photo) 
to wedding preparation, to organising the creche 
and an annual holiday club. 



SS John and Mary, California 


Lay worker Ann McKay 
Peck will be baptised at 


her baby’s baptism. Baby Sian 
St Mary’s on November 18. 


St Andrew, Great Linford 



Some of the church representatives from St Andrew’s. 


Caring for others 

‘The depth and sensitivity of pastoral care\ 

AS you might expect, Great Linford in the ecumenical parish of 
Stantonbury and Willen, north-east of Milton Keynes, has benefited 
from the population expansion over the general area. But there is 
more to it than that. 

In the early 1980s, the congregation grew from a dwindling five 
to 10, to a sturdy 100-strong because the depth and sensitivity of 
the pastoral care they received made them feel cared for and lov- 
ed. The pastoral system was built up largely by the previous in- 
cumbent; and when Julian Reindrop took over in 1984 he keenly 
continued the tradition. The collaborative leadership style means 
that strong, trusting relationships have developed. 

The pastoral care system is extensive and includes: • Church 
Representatives Scheme and Bereavement Group. • Open shar- 
ing by way of house groups, prayer groups and a healing prayer 
group. • Discussions on managing conflict (perhaps particularly 
pertinent in an ecumenical parish where everyone is striving to work 
together). • Family Services. • Youth work. • Bi-monthly heal- 
ing services. 


HOW IMPORTANT IS 
WATER IN YOUR LIFE? 

IS YOUR WATER NOT PURE 
& FULL OF SCALE? 


• For the cleanest, sweetest, purest 
Additive Free drinking water by 
reverse osmosis 

• Instead of buying bottled water try 
your own at less than Ip per litre 

• Reduce fuel, maintenance and 

detergent costs by using our 
magnetic descaling and scale 
prevention units. Low cost solution to 
hard water scale problems. Winner of 
the blue ribbon award for design 
excellence at the Ideal Home 
Exhibition. < 

All units recommended by us comply with 
the UK Water Byelaws and Regulations 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

S.P.A. Associates 

« 

Waterloo House, Bath Place 
Leamington Spa, Warks. 

CV31 3RJ 

Fax: (0926) 883187 


TEL: (0926) 881065 
or send coupon for our free brochure 


Name ... 
Address 


Postcode Tel td 


• ~ * 


BIBLE 

SUNDAY 


Make an event 
of Bible Sunday 
with the BRF! 

FREE packs available for you 
to promote this special day, 
including service guides, 
intercessions, a poster, porch 
card and more . . . 

Help us to spread the word 

To receive your FREE pack just fill in 
the coupon below. 


Please return to: BRF, Ground Floor, Warwick House, 
25 Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W 0PP. 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 

O^Mhe bible reading fellowship 
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Mobility 


& 


Dial for Information 


ADVERTISEMENT 

FEATURE 


D1ALABILITY is an information 
centre based at Rivermead. It offers 
free impartial information on mat- 
ters relating to people with 
disabilities. It is for anyone who is 
disabled in any way who would like 
information on any topic which may 
be useful. Anyone whether trained 
or not, who has contact with a per- 
son with disabilities can also phone. 

A good range of information is 
held, such as a comprehensive guide 
to holidays, self-help groups and 
recreational facilities. There is also 
some equipment on display, this is 
laid out in areas such as kitchen, 
bathroom, bedroom and general 
household, for people to view at 
their leisure. 

Sue Butterworth, an occupational 
Therapist, is backed up by 12 
volunteers who man the office. 
Some of whom have personal ex- 
perience of disability themselves. 
The office is open from l-4pm each 
afternoon and on Wednesdays from 
10.00am - 4.00pm. Personal callers 
are welcome either to browse 
through information on file, with the 
help and direction of a volunteer, or 
to view equipment available on the 
market. Nothing is sold from the 


Centre itself. A new Continence 
clinic is held on the first Monday of 
each month — from 2.30 - 4.30pm. 
Ring 0865 791818 for an ap- 
pointment. 

Information for disabled people is 
a widely expanding subject and 
DIALABILITY is playing a part in 
this. There is much available if peo- 
ple know where to look, and take 
courage to ask. Opportunities are 
opening for disabled people to speak 
up for themselves, in Oxfordshire 
there is a group called Oxfordshire 
Council of Disabled People who are 
being called upon to give consumer 
advice from the disabled persons 
viewpoint, whether it be on access 
in your local town or transport. 

DIALABILITY is also the Oxford 
branch of Dial UK, a National 
'phone-in advice line for disabled 
people. There are many branches, 
and in this region they are to be 
found in Reading, Slough, High 
Wycombe, Daventry, Corby and 
Aylesbury. 

Do ronctact us if you need any in- 
formation or advice, that is our 
business, we may be able to help you 
with your query — or at least put you 
in touch with someone who can. 


Dial Ability 

INFORMATION CENTRE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES 

Rivermead Centre 
Abingdon Road, Oxford. 

Tel: Oxford 791818 

SPECIAL EXHIBITION DAY 


Lightweight Wheelchairs 

Tues 13th and Wednesday 
14th November 
10am-3.30pm 

Also New Continence Clinic 
held on first Monday every 
Monday every MONTH, 
2.30pm-4.30pm. Ring for 
an appointment. 



Serving Christians — 
John Grooms in Action! 


JOHN GROOMS Association for Disabled people is named after 
its founder — John Groom — who established the charity in 
1866. He was a Christian, whose concern for people in need 
led him to start providing food, employment and shelter for 
disabled people. From this modest start the charity was born. 
John Grooms Association, whilst residential care, including bridging 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 
( 0865 ) 880505 


keeping its Christian principles, has 
expanded considerably over the 
years and now has projects 
throughout England and Wales, aim- 
ing to provide disabled people with 
a high quality of life, independence 
and dignity. The charity works with 
and for disabled people by providing 


units for young people seeking in- 
dependence, housing adapted for in- 
dependent living, work and 
holidays. 

John Grooms local fundraiser in 
the Oxford area is Veronica Rant, 
who will be oraganising fundraising 
events to celebrate our 125th an- 


niversary in 1991, including a Vic- 
torian banquet at Trinity College, a 
Skiathon, an art fair and auctions. 
Veronica would like to talk to local 
church groups who are interested in 
learning more about the work of 
John Grooms — or doing some fun- 
draising! For details please contact 
Veronica on 0865 58958 or write to 
her at 417 Banbury Road, Oxford, 
OX2 8ED. 

John Grooms Association for 
Disabled People, 10 Gloucester 
Drive, London N4 2LP. 


J W MARCHAM & SON 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

24hr Personal Service 
Chapel of Rest 

55 Wood St, Wallingford 
Telephone: 36145 



PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE kN/A* 

* MoT TESTING STATI0 AS \ 
Quality and Reliability at> SEEN^ 
Reasonable prices 
COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS . 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


ERVICE 


TYPING/WORD 
PROCESSING SERVICE 

Business or personal, strictly 
confidential. 

Correspondence, thesis, 
manuscripts, estimates, invoices, 
etc. 

No work considered too small or 
too large. 

Competitive rates 

Contact: Monica Woods 

0865 341025 


John Grooms Association for Disabled People was founded nearly 125 years 
ago as a Christian organisation. 

In this time the work has developed and changed, but we are still serving the 
needs of physically disabled people, holding true to the aims and Christian principles 
of our Founder. 

The people we support may have a wheelchair, but they value their independence 
just as much as anyone else. They just have to work that much harder for it. 

Please help us to help them succeed, by sending a 
donation to John Grooms at the address below. 


-John 

Grooms 

John Grooms Association 
for Disabled People 


Not Helpless. Not Hopeless. Just Disabled. 
Help us provide the support that's needed. 

To: John Grooms Association for Disabled People, FREEPOST 
London N4 2BR. I would like to help support the work of 
John Grooms. □ I enclose a donation of £ ^ 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, biography, 
travel, religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

13 Knightsbridge Green 
London SW1X 7QL 


Please charge my AccessD VisaD 
Diners Clubn AmexD Card. 

Expiry Date 


Please send me further details of your work □ 


Name . 


Signature _ 


Address _ 


Postcode 


THE COMPLETE 
CARPET 
SERVICE 

All types of carpets 
fitted including 
adaptations, also 
carpets cleaned by dry 
cleaning method. 
Phone anytime 
0235 523367 


EMERGENCY 

24 HOUR 


BROKEN WINDOW? 


SERVICE 


0628 777712 


GLASS • GLAZING • SEALED UNITS 

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS 
AND GLAZING NEEDS 


CARSHIELD 30 

Warren Kinghorn have 
negotiated preferential terms 
on car insurance for Clergy: 

Low premiums now 
for the safe motorist over 30 ... 


10 % 


DISCOUNT and no 

increase in basic 
premium for business 
use. 


For the careful motorist we 
recommend: 

CarShield 30 is low-cost, high quality motor insurance, 
designed especially for safe drivers, 30 years of age 
or over. Not everyone can qualify for CarShield 30, 
but those who do won't be paying for the higher 
accident rate of others, instead, they will be rewarded 
with a policy that reflects their years of proven, safe, 
considerate and experienced driving. 

DISCOUNTS 

If your car is 4 or more years 
old - 5% discount 
If you are aged 60 or over - 
10% discount 

If you have 2 or more cars 
insured with ourselves - 
10% discount 

Protect your No Claims 
Discount with CarShield 30. 
If you have a single claim in 
say one year of insurance 
you will not lose all of your 
60% No Claims Discount. 
However, You may feel that having 
earned maximum discount you 
should be able to protect it CarShield 
30 allows you to do this for only a small 
additional premium. 


A SPECIAL DEAL 
FOR THE CAREFUL 
MOTORIST 

If you’re aged between 
30 and 75, have four 
years No Claim Discount 
with a clean licence for 
the last 5 years, 
CarShield 30 can bring 
you wider cover, lower 
cost, and really make the best 
of your motoring life. 



1 9 Please send to Warren Kinghorn ft Co. Lid., Lower Radway House, 

lcr^y ITT clIT S mwpimgnlBn, Teignmout h, Devon TQ1 4 9SS 
_ ® _ About your Car 

CarShield 30 ? ame - 
Scheme 

Royal 

if 


Address _ 


Reg No 
Make 


Insurance 


Postcode _ 
Date of Birth 


. Tel 


Engine Capacity _ 
Year of Make 


Expiry date of present insurance^ 


Homebuyer 
Plan for Clergy 

Where iuill you live when you retire? 

I Planning your retirement home can be both challenging and satisfying, it can also be an essentially | 
practical, straight-forward and viable transaction. 

You have the choice of making your ‘tied’ accommodation either a worrying problem or a positive I 
opportunity when you consider retirement. We can assist you to purchase a property now, either as 
your actual Home when you retire, or as an investment to provide the necessary capital to purchase | 
the retirement home of your choice. 

| We would suggest that it is prudent to consider the following: 

1 1 . £3,000,000 has been reserved by the HALFAX BUILDING SOCIETY for our scheme, to enable | 

Clergy to invest in their own property. 

Rents received can cover, to a large extent, the mortgage repayments. 

Tax relief (MIRAS) is normally available in respect of the first £30,000 borrowed. 

Capital Gains Tax does not normally apply to the growth in the capital value of ones own home. I 
STANDARD LIFE offer the scheme a low cost endowment cover entirely suited to give the Clergy | 
family essential protection whilst buying. 

1 6. Solicitors BEVAN ASHFORD have produced a clergy pack ensuring that all aspects of home | 
purchase through the scheme are dealt with efficiently and economically. 

Estate & Property Management schemes are available to us in most parts of the United Kingdom. | 
These can provide a complete and comprehensive management service. 

1 8. FRANCE: Mortgages are available on French properties, at excellent interest rates, negotiated by | 
us through a leading French bank. 

Our ‘HOMEBUYER PLAN FOR CLERGY’ is a unique, professional and fully comprehensive service I 
created for Clergy of all denominations which covers every aspect of property purchase and | 
management. 

(Please remember, your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage secured on it.) 

For further information without obligation telephone: Teignmouth (0626) 770217 or post the 
coupon below. 

(The information will be treated in the strictest confidence) 

Appointed Representative of Standard Lite 


Name Rev. . 
Address _ 


Annual Stipend £_ 
Spouses Income £ 


Capital readily available £ . 


Post Code _ 
Date of Birth . 
Date of Birth . 


Post today to WARREN KINGHORN & CO LTD 
Lower Radway House, Bishopsteignton, Teignmouth TQ14 9SS 
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Dear new General Synod member . . . 

Synod — from 
the sidelines 


Still singing about Africa 


TWENTY years ago, on 
November 4, 1970, we newly- 
elected members of the first 
General Synod, supported by 
‘top people of the Establish- 
ment’, attended an inaugural 
celebration in Westminster Ab- 
bey. A wonderful service, with 
a splendid sermon by the Dean 
(who warned us, prophetically, 
against a “rather slavish imita- 
tion of a parliamentary model’’). 

But the two Archbishops had 
expressed a laudable wish to ad- 
minister the Sacrament 
themselves to all members of 
Synod, and (typically C. of E.?) 
nobody had got around to tell- 
ing them how long this would 
take. I’m afraid H.M. was very 
late home for lunch that day. But 
she reappeared in the afternoon, 
in sparkling form, to launch us 
on our way. 

Fifteen years later, I had the 
privilege of sharing in the ad- 
ministration at the more intimate 
service in St Margaret’s Church 
that closed the Third Synod. In 
between, I had missed only one 
whole working day of Synod 
(and that was because of a com- 
mand appearance down the 
road). So I know what you new 
members are letting yourselves 
in for. 

Papers and reports falling like 
autumn leves in Valombrosa 
beforehand, then three times a 
year, a week of debate ... To 
listen intelligently is demanding. 
Informal conversation over the 
coffee-cups can often help 


clarify ideas. Even an hour’s 
stroll in the park need not hang 
heavy on your conscience. 

You are something more than 
voting-fodder. Very soon you 
will be trying to catch the chair- 
man’s eye. But only, I hope, if 
you have something to add to the 
debate; that ‘something’ may 
well be based on your particular- 
ly expertise. 

This is no ordinary talking- 
shop. Flashy rhetoric is out; par- 
tisan repetition is counter- 
productive. But there is room 
for wit, for persuasiveness, for 
passion, as well as serious argu- 
ment. I remember how one of 
our own members, Michael 
O’Connor, once electrified 
Synod with an outburst of con- 
trolled, and in context justified, 
anger. 

Then there are the various 
committees and working-parties 
and the ‘outside’ jobs that come 
along. I had the good fortune to 
represent the Synod on the 
governing bodies of two 
theological colleges. But my big 
opportunity came when I did a 
three-year stint as a member of 
the panel of chairmen. To con- 
trol a big debate, securing a 
balanced succession of speakers, 
dealing with points of order, 
when in the blinding lights of the 
television the house is just a blur 
in front of you — it is a tremen- 
dous challenge. 

Even sitting on the very back 
bench has its moments. You 


The global view 
of Christianity 


AT first glance The Oxford Il- 
lustrated History of Christianity 
(Ed. by John McManners, OUP , 
1990, £25) looks like a 
beautifully produced coffee table 
book — albeit to accompany 
coffee, blended and percolated 
to perfection. But the quality of 
the 350 illustrations and 32 col- 
our plates, and the compelling 
nature of the captions quickly 
drew me into reading the text. 

While in some respects it 
bears comparison with Kenneth 
Clark’s Civilisation (based on 
the celebrated television series), 
there are two significant dif- 
ferences. Firstly, this is written 
by a team of scholars, im- 
aginative in scholarship, and 
combining to make an important 
contribution to our understan- 
ding of the past, and our reflec- 
tion on the present times. 

Global sweep 

Secondly, the perspective is not 
that of Western Europe but a 
truly global sweep including im- 
portant chapters on Eastern 
Christendom and Christianity 
and Islam (by Kallistos Ware 
and Jeremy Johns respectively), 
the expansion of Christianity (by 
the editor) and a whole section 
by different authors on Chris- 
tianity since 1800, dealing with 
North America, Latin America, 
Africa and Asia. 

All this sheds a refreshing 
light on the nature and practice 
of Christianity which offers 
much thdt is new to those co- 
cooned in the Western tradition. 
The style of the book is captured 
at the beginning of Patrick Col- 
linson’s chapter on ‘The Late 
Medieval Church and its Refor- 
mation’: 

“The past is another country. 
Where, apart from libraries and 
archives, should the historian of 
late medieval religion travel in 
order to understand with that 
understanding which is sight, 


hearing, and sensation the 
meaning of the Christianity 
which we have lost, what it once 
meant to be religious? The 
answer must be ‘ nowhere \ But 
twentieth-century India might 
help. For, somewhat like 
Western Christendom on the eve 
of its greatest crisis, the confus- 
ed world of Hinduism still em- 
braces with immense generosity 
great extremes of theological 
and philosophical erudition, 
mystical refinement, and 
popular ‘superstition’, a range 
of supernatural explanations, 
compensations, and cures to 
ward off the slings and arrows 
of outrageous fortune. ’ ’ 

Prophetic chapter 

The final prophetic chapter is 
by John Taylor, formerly 
Bishop of Winchester, who 
begins with a sober section on 
the ‘Prospect for Humanity’ but 
goes on to reflect on a world in 
which it has been estimated that 
by the year 2000 almost a third 
of the world’s population will be 
nominally Christian. The 
growth will be in the ‘South’, 
What seems to be taking place 
is a transition from one cultural 
phase to another, confusing to 
Christianity in Western Europe 
but opening up the possibility of 
new expressions of the faith with 
perhaps smaller and more local 
structures in which people are 
graced into new life. 

This Oxford Illustrated 
History is a marvellous 
Christmas present which I want 
to give both to an elderly aunt 
who has a delightful interest in 
human beings and their condi- 
tion, and also to a learned col- 
league who will benefit from 
some up-to-date thinking. Can I 
afford to give it to them both? 
On reflection, I think I shall not 
be able to do better. 

Vincent Strudwick 
Canon Strudwick is Director of 
The Diocesan Institute of 
Education. 


never know when even the 
dullest debate is going to catch 
fire — when some speaker is 
suddenly going to strike home. 

You have a really worth-while 
job in front of you — as long as 
you don’t make it an end in 
itself. 

James Cobban 

Sir James Cobban is the former 
headmaster of Abingdon School. 
For 20 years he was a member 
of General Synod. 
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NOVEMBER is a good time to 
get ready for the Church’s 
new year in Advent and 
perhaps to think about star- 
ting to read the Bible regular- 
ly. According to the Bible 
Society at Swindon many of us 
don’t. Eight out of ten people 
have a Bible in their home but 
fewer than two of those are 
likely to read it at least once 
a week. One way to begin is 
with one of the many Bible 
reading ‘helps’. 

Daily Notes is a quarterly 
publication produced by Scrip- 
ture Union, available either 
through Christian Bookshops or 
direct from Scripture Union. 
Described as ‘Bible Studies for 
thought and action’, they com- 
prise a daily portion of scripture 
with a commentary. 

The quarterly diet of readings 
takes you into four or five dif- 
ferent sections of the Bible, pro- 
viding the basis for an easily 
digestible pattern of study. 
Commentaries are prepared by 
Bible scholars but readers are 
encouraged to consider the por- 
tion of scripture prayerfully 
themselves in order to receive 
further help and understanding 
from God. A separate pattern of. 
readings on Sundays follows a 
different theme which current- 
ly takes a Psalm each Sunday — 
apart from Psalm 1 19 which has 
been divided into palatable 
sections. 

Interspersed between the daily 
commentaries there are short ar- 
ticles developing a related theme 
or featuring an extract from a 
Christian book. 

And if that’s not enough, the 
bottom line is for the true en- 
thusiast — this sets out a pro- 
gramme of readings which 
enables you to read the whole 
Bible in one year — Perhaps 
next year! 

Roger Harwood 

Roger Harwood is Principal 
Buildings officer for the 
Diocese \ 

As long as the Bible remains 
hallowed Scripture it is dead. 
When we allow it to speak to us 
and inform our lives, it becomes 
alive. A tool to help us read 
the Bible, a help to the discipline 
of reading the Bible regularly, 
is supplied by the. Bible Reading 
Fellowship Notes. Three times 
a year these are produced to help 
different kinds of readers. 

Guidelines Comments on the 
whole Bible in about four years. 
It is divided into weekly sec- 
tions, and is designed to be read 
with a Bible. At the end of each 
six portions there is a summary 
of the week’s reading, and sug- 
gestions for thought, prayer and 
action. 

New Daylight has printed 
passages of Scripture, a brief 
commentary, and a prayer or 
thought. The whole Bible is 
covered in about eight years. It 
is more direct in its approach 
than Guidelines , and easier to 
use. For the visually handicap- 
ped New Daylight is available in 


Braille three times a year, or on 
casette eleven times a year. 

Compass is for children 
roughtly between nine and 11 
years old. It is linked to the ASB 
Sunday readings. It makes the 
Bible come alive by telling 
stories, through drawings, 
quizzes, cartoon strips, puzzles 
and games. The notes are a 
trustworthy guide to those who 
want an open, informed and 
contemporary approach to the 
Bible. They are mindstretching, 
ready to look at difficult issues 
as well as being devotional and 
leading to meditation. 

Ann Hart 

Ann Hart is a retired teacher 
and theological graduate. 

Some years ago, when life was 
particularly difficult, a Christian 
friend came to see me and ask- 
ed me how often I read my Bi- 
ble. No-one had ever asked me 
that question before, and rather 
shamefaced I told here that I had 
last looked at it when I was 
reading the lesson in assembly 
at my convent school. There and 
then she produced her own Bi- 
ble out of her shopping bag and 


with it a copy of Every Day with 
Jesus. My husband and I have 
been reading both fairly regular- 
ly ever since. 

Every day with Jesus (CWR, 
95p or £6.60 subscription) is in 
its 25th year. Each issue has a 
theme such as Faith, or Rela- 
tionships, or Renewal, and there 
is a short commentary for each 
day, a main reading, a prayer 
and some references for further 
reading. There are even ques- 
tions to check if you taken it all 
in, which I frequently can’t 
answer! It is fundamentalist in 
approach, which I am not by up- 
bringing or temperament, yet I 
find the clear, uncompromising, 
teaching helpful at the start of 
the day. 

Our nine-year-old son gets 
Topz , a junior version and there 
is also Early Days with Jesus 
for very small children and 
Young Peoples EDWJ for 
teenagers. Meanwhile, perhaps 
I should pass on the gift of my 
friend and ask. “How often do 
you read your Bible?” 

Christine Zwart 

All the Bible reading aids referred to 
should be available from Christian 
bookshops or from the following: 

• Bible Reading Fellowship, St 
Michael’s House, 2 Elizabeth Street, 
London SW1W 9RQ. 

• CWR, 10 Brooklands Close, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middx, TW16 
7DX. 

• Scripture Union, 130 City Road, 
London EC1V 2NJ. 


A GIANT cheque for nearly 
£4,000 was handed over to Dr 
Janet Hodgson, area secretary 
for the United Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, by 
the Bishop of Oxford on Oc- 
tober 2. He presented it on 
behalf of children from all 
over the Diocese who gave 
much of the money at their 
Gift Day Service at Dorchester 
in May. 

Contributions have con- 
tinued to come in ever since, 
and will go to help ‘Mama 
Nutrition’, a primary health 
care project run jointly by the 
Tanzanian government and 
the Diocese of Tanzania in co- 
operation with USPG. 

Said Dr Hodgson: “The 
amount of money collected is 
superb, but this is not just a 
one-off project. The educa- 
tional aspect goes on. The 
children are still singing the 
African songs, still drawing 
the pictures and still talking 
about Mama Nutrition.” 

Pictured with Bishop 
Richard and Dr Hodgson are 
(left to right) Mike Smith, a 
member of the Gift Day Com- 
mittee, Roger Fray, Children’s 
Officer, Gill Pratley (hidden), 
Diocesan Institute Assistant 
and Leonard Doolan, Com- 
mittee Chairman. 
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From the 
Bishop 
of Oxford 

I asked ODAGM (Oxford 
Diocesan Advisory Group 
on Mission) to conduct a 
survey of some of the chur- 
ches in the Diocese that are 
growing. They looked at a 
number of churches, of dif- 
ferent churchmanship, and 
some of the fruits of their 
labour are made available 
in this edition of The 
DOOR. Is your church 
growing? Should it be 
growing? These questions 
are worth thinking about 
but there are a number of 
pitfalls to avoid. 

Witness 

First, sociological factors 
obviously play a part. It is 
well-known that it is easier 
for churches to grow in 
middle class suburbia than 
in a run-down housing 
estate. So the question of 
whether a church is grow- 
ing cannot be the only in- 
dication of its spiritual 
vitality. Secondly, before 
God calls the Church to 
grow he calls us to witness. 
Some have witnessed to 
Christ by martyrdom or by 
apparent failure of other 
kinds. When Christ died all 
his followers fled. It ap- 
peared that he had failed. 
We are called to bear 
witness and to be faithful. 
This may or may not result 
in numerical growth in our 
congregation. 

Expectation 

Thirdly, however, if we 
are honest, most of us 
would like to see our 
church grow. If it isn’t and 
seems to be declining we 
can become rather 
dispirited. So special care 
and sensitivity is needed for 
those congregations which, 
for whatever reason, feel 
downhearted. Finally, with 
all the above qualifications, 
it is right, in normal cir- 
cumstances, to look for and 
work for growth. God 
wants people to become 
professed Christian 
believers. He wants to build 
up his church, so a greater 
sense of expectation is call- 
ed for that the spirit of God 
is indeed stirring in the 
hearts of those about us. If 
we are sensitive to God’s 
working there will be ways 
in which we can help peo- 
ple discover faith, grow in 
faith and find their proper 
place in the fellowship of 
Christ’s church. 

With every good wish 
and blessing, 

•f* Richard Oxon 


The Church in a changing 

landscape 



''Report'll tfm A «m Mmmi Arms 


IS there any hope for the 
Church in rural areas? The 
new Faith in the Coun- 
tryside report is realistic, 
but far from gloomy. An- 
thony Russell, Bishop of 
Dorchester and a member 
of the Archbishop’s Com- 
mission on Rural Areas, 
puts the Report in context, 
discusses some of its recom- 
mendations and looks 
hopefully to future. 


MANY people view the coun- 
tryside as essentially unchang- 
ing; as stable, unaltering and 
reliable. But in reality, the pro- 
cesses of change that have 
transformed urban areas have 
also had their impact upon the 
countryside, but in different 
ways. Having looked at the pro- 
blems of the inner city in the 
mid-1980s, the Archbishops set 
up a second major commission 
to look at the problems of the 
countryside and the Church’s 
response to these changes. 

The Commission was estab- 
lished in early 1988 and work- 
ed for two years. Its report Faith 
in the Countryside has been 
published recently (Churchman 
Publishing Ltd — £12.50), and 
it will be followed by a short 
report and a video. 

The Commission was con- 
cerned with the impact of 
change on the countryside and 
the rural community, and the 
Church’s response to these 
changes. As recently as June 
1985 the Religious Affairs Cor- 
respondent of The Times wrote: 
“The Church of England faces 
extinction in the countryside in 
the next twenty years ... it is 
a picture of almost unmitigated 
hopelessness.’’ 

Any assessment of the rural 
Church in this Diocese would be 
forced to very different conclu- 
sions. There are many lively and 
vigorous country churches, 
which are far from being on the 
path to extinction. However, 
everyone who lives and works 
in the countryside will welcome 
this attempt to present the reali- 
ty of what is happening in rural 
areas today. 

The Commissioners spent 
much of their time in visits to 
rural areas and, in large 
measure, the Report is the 
reflections of the many people 
who the Commissioners met and 
talked to. The Commission 
visited the Oxford Diocese ear- 
ly in its work. 

The Commission’s report is 
based upon its theological 
understandings about the nature 
of creation and the nature of 
community. These need to be 
read and studied, because they 
provide the background to the 
Church’s concern and work in 
rural areas. 

The Commission was anxious 
to dispose of romantic and 
mythical views of the coun- 


The Right Revd Anthony Rus- 
sell, is the former Director of the 
J. Arthur Rank Centre within the 
national Agricultural Centre at 
Stoneleigh Park. He has written 
a book, The Country Parish 


try side, and to see it as an arena 
in which many people live and 
work and which needs its own 
distinctive economic and social 
life. The Report has much to say 
about housing, and particularly 
the lack of affordable housing in 
rural areas. It recommends that 
District Councils should be 
again involved in the provision 
of such housing, though this 


specifically about rural ministry 
and he was a member of the 
Archbishop ’s Commission on 
Rural Areas which produced the 
Faith in the Countryside 
report. 


may well be through housing 
associations. It points to the 
large gap between estimates of 
need for low cost housing in 
rural areas and the actual 
number of units being funded by 
the Housing Corporation in the 
current year, it draws attention 
to such matters as the impact of 
the Uniform Business Rate on 
village shops, and the level of 


deprivation which can exist for 
certain families and households 
within villages which at first 
glance seem very prosperous. 
The problems of farmers, which 
have received much attention 
recently, are reflected in the 
Report. 

When the Report turns its at- 
tention to the Church it notes 
that the multi-parish benefice is 
now the normal form of rural 
ministry. In our Diocese, such 
multi-parish benefices rarely in- 
clude more than six or seven 
churches at the largest, but in 
some counties they are 
significantly larger. The Com- 
mission found one in Lin- 
colnshire with seventeen 
churches. 

The Report argues that this 
new form of ministry has arisen 
without adequate planning, and 
the clergy are given less than 
adequate training and resources. 
Because of the operation of 
patronage and freehold, what is 
sometimes called the Church’s 
strategic planning is in fact more 
often a reaction to situations as 
they arise. 

Clergycentric 

The Report makes the impor- 
tant point that the life of the rural 
church is strongly clergy- 
centric. Even in those parishes 
where there is no clergyman 
resident there is still ‘a parson- 
shaped hole’ . The programme of 
worship in a multi-parish 
benefice is dictated by the 
availability of the clergyman as 
is almost every other aspect of 
church life. 

In some large multi-parish 
benefices the monthly service 
timetable is so complicated that 
it requires some skill to know 
which service is taking place in 


which church on a particular 
Sunday. All this is off-putting to 
those on the fringes of church 
life, and the report strongly 
recommends that churches 
should think in terms of having 
a service at the same time every 
Sunday, with the implication 
that lay people will be leading 
much more of the church’s wor- 
ship in rural areas. 

It is recommended that the 
clergy should not take more than 
two major services on a Sunday 
morning and the Report is right- 
ly critical of the Sunday rush 
whereby clergy can take as 
many as seven services on a 
Sunday. One clergyman said 
that he thought a course in rally 
driving would be appropriate ad- 
dition to theologian college 
training for those working in 
rural areas. 

Finally, the Commission has 
much to say about the impor- 
tance of localism and believes 
that the Church has become 
over-centralised both at national 
and diocesan level in recent 
years. This is a complex matter, 
and will need to be discussed 
and debated at every level in the 
Church, but in financial and in 
other ways there is an increas- 
ing mismatch between the essen- 
tially local nature of village 
churches and centralisation of 
much of the Church’s structure. 

The Commission’s report is 
part of a process, the aim of 
which is to make the Church 
more aware of the problems and 
concerns of rural areas and to 
raise the profile of rural ministry 
within the life of the Church. In 
order that this process should 
continue, it is important that the 
Report is debated in Church 
Councils throughout rural areas, 
and this process has already 
started within the Diocese. 
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Space for prayer 


You are free in Christ 

Thank you God for giving me 
This precious day to live. 

Give me the strength to face the day 
And faith to see it through. 

And teach me in my prison cell 
To start my life anew. 

Because each day you give me Lord 
Forgiveness for my sins. 

You free me from the nightly chains 
Each time the day begins, 

And though I be a prisoner 
You have set my spirit free. 

You are the way. Lord bless today 
And share my cell with me. 

Amen • . 

Prayer written by a ' lifer ’ at HMP Grendon ' 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

Prisoners and prison staff in our Diocese 

The work of the Oxford Diocesan Council for Social Work 

The General Synod 

The Diocesan Synod (November 24) 

Service families in the Diocese 
World" Aids Day (December 1) 



There is an alternative to 
wedding litter 

Dreambirds 

Anti Litter Confetti 


Biodegradable 


Feeds Wild Birds 


A PRODUCT DEVELOPED WITH YOUR PROBLEMS IN MIND 
Dreambirds Ltd, “Crossing Gates”, Oaston Road, Nuneaton 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

Edible Confetti for Birds 


AT a time when people are becoming more aware of 
their environment many “Green’' products are 
appearing on the market. One company who are 
involved in producing environment friendly products 
first had the idea some four years ago. 

The Tilley family who ran a wedding car hire firm 
realised the problems that paper wedding confetti caused 
not only to Church authorities but if thrown outside the 
Church grounds, as many clergy requested, it then 
became a litter problem to the surrounding area. 

Judith Tilley, Director of Dreambirds Ltd, said: 
“Wedding guests attended the occasional wedding not 
thinking their small box of confetti contributed to any 
litter problem, but to people involved in weddings, it 
was clear that on a busy Saturday with possibly ten 
boxes thrown at each wedding, the litter problem was 
quite considerable. We came up with the idea, if the 
wild birds could eat the confetti that would be an answer 
to the problem.’’ 

It took two years of researching before they launched 
the confetti on the market last year. Originally wheat 
was thrown at brides as a sign of fertility. Rice is 
frowned upon as it has a tendency to swell in birds 
stomachs and bird seed although suitable is not 
particularly romantic!! 

This pink and white flake is made from a special 


wheat flour which is biodegradable and takes the 
tradition full circle. It’s attractive to wild birds but also 
harmless if swallowed. “With small children at many 
weddings we had to be sure tht it would be safe,’’ stated 
Judith, “The ingredients are of high food grade and 
it is often helpful in keeping noisy page boys quiet for 
a few moments!!’’ 

The company has now spread its wings overseas, 
exporting to New Zealand, Australia and Canada. With 
enquiries word-wide arriving daily, the Midlands based 
company have recently moved into larger premises, an 
expansion which has created five new jobs. However, 
they are still very much a family concern with husband 
David, and son Anthony as fellow-directors. 

Now looking to expand with other products the 
Company are firmly committed to the environment and 
any new additions will be in keeping with this policy. 
Although on sale at the major High Street chains in an 
effort to get their message across, the Company have 
made the confetti available in small quantities to 
Churches. Many of whom are now taking advantage 
of this fund raiser. 

Now Dreambirds which started off with just an idea 
is set to turn over £750,000 this year, selling two million 
boxes world-wide. 
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A need for mutual respect 


I AM writing as a member of the 
group that produced The DOOR’s 
Supplement last month, and also as 
Convenor of the Literature Group of 
the Movement for the Ordination of 
Women. 

I regret that in your editorial last 
month you included a reference to 
the printed matter produced by 
MOW. You made statements that 
were both incorrect and derogatory 
in tone. 

The policy of MOW is to promote 
its cause in a variety of ways, in 
order to reach as many people as 
possible: using occasional one-off 
advertisements in the press, as well 
as leaflets addressing the theological 
issues, but not, so far, producing any 
posters. 

Your remarks were unconducive 
to the climate of mutual respect that 
we tried to build in the Supplement, 
and contrary to the spirit of your 
own prayer: “Let the debate be on 
the main issue, the arguments 
reasoned.” Although I am sure this 
was not your intention, you have 
made it a bit more difficult for those 
of us involved in the discussions, to 
(in your words) “plant the seeds of 
healing in the way the debate is con- 
ducted”. 

Penny Nairne 
Chilson, Oxford. 

Lady Nairne is in danger of confus- 
ing the content of an independent 
supplement with the main content 
of The DOOR. We have a policy of 
signed editorials to emphasise that 
they are the personal viewpoints of 
the Editor , and in any case the 
Editorial Committee supported the 
inclusion of this particular editorial 
in advance. 

Whether the picture referred to 
appeared in poster or advertisement 
form does not seem to us to 
significantly alter the argument of 
the editorial. — Editor. 

Balance and 
fairness 

I AM sorry to have to write a letter 
being critical of your use of your role 
as editor of The DOOR, but feel I 
must. You have clearly taken care 
to include a balanced supplement on 
the ordination of women. 

But I feel that you have abused 
your office by being overtly partisan. 
I do not seek to prevent your ex- 
pressing your views (with which I 
profoundly disagree) in a context 
outside your work as an editor. 

There is only one editor to a jour- 
nal; to be publicly patrisan on a sub- 
ject which is greatly diverse strikes 
me as wrong at a time when so many 
people are falling over backwards to 
exercise fairness. I think you should 
not have done this. In so doing you 
have spoilt a balanced edition. 

That said, I would congratulate 
you on the September edition of The 
DOOR which brought the subject of 
ecumenical work to the fore in a 
very good way. 

Doreen Wright , 
Cowley, Oxford. 

Love and 
concern 

YOUR editorial in this month’s 
DOOR distressed and saddened me. 
In it you make clear your own honest 


opinion on this difficult issue of the 
Ordination of Women to the 
Priesthood, and I accept your right 
to set our clearly your own views. 
What distressed me was your 
presentation of the 4 ‘argument grow- 
ing more heated”; also you have 
picked out of MOW’s literature a 
reference to a poster which, I entire- 
ly agree with you, is unwise and not 
relevant to the depth of this issue. 

Having been ordained Deacon in 
Kenya 21 years ago, and later licens- 
ed as a Deaconess to Halifax parish 
church, I am very aware of the depth 
of feeling on both sides, and I do feel 
we all need to pray that we may ap- 
proach this with love and concern for 
all our whole Church, remembering 
that we all seek to serve God to the 
best of our ability, using the skills, 
understanding and sensitivity which, 
by His Grace, He gives us. 

My own firm belief is that women 
complement man, and our Church 
needs the gifts of both to meet the 
needs of the whole human race. 

The Revd Anne Barnett, 
Charlbury, Oxon 


Another 

view 

THANK you so much for your very 
fine editorial in The DOOR of 
October against the ordination of 
women — so clear, humble and 
theologically correct. 

I very much enjoy The DOOR and 
thank your team for it. 

Noreen Cooper (Mrs), 
Famham Common, Bucks. 

Rome and 
Anglicans 

HAVING accused your paper of 
one-sidedness in its handling of the 
question of women’s “ordination” 
a few months ago, I am hastening 
to congratulate you on an admirably 
balanced supplement on the issue, 
and also a brave editorial on the 
subject. 

Lady Naime’S answers to the 
questions about Unity were par- 
ticularly helpful to me in clarifying 
the issue. She writes that “other 
denominations . . . ordain women to 
carry out priestly duties”. They do 
not. They do not claim Catholic 
orders, as the Church of England 
still does. 

The fact that Rome does not 
recognise our orders as such is the 
one thing that deters many Anglican 
priests who feel as I do from “go- 
ing over”: we do not wish to be 
forced to deny the validity of our 
previous ministry, hence we find 
ourselves increasingly unhappy in a 


cleft stick. It is plainly obvious that 
the Church of England will be aban- 
doning its claim to Catholic 
priesthood if this measure proceeds. 
We shall be sending a clear signal 
to Rome that they were right all 
along — that we are nothing more 
than Protestant ministers, like the 
“other denominations” Lady Nairne 
is so keen we should follow. 

Father Richard Martin 
Oxford. 

The Parish 
Share again 

THE reply of the ODBF’s Chairman 
Elect must not be allowed to pass un- 
challenged, since it fails to address 
the basic complaint of excessive cen- 
tral expenditure made by previous 
correspondents. Moreover, John 
Prodger would appear to be factually 
incorrect in saying there has been a 
reduction in Church Commission 
grant, when an examination of 
Diocesan Budget documents 
demonstrates that grants towards 


clergy stipends have actually 
INCREASED from £1.4m to an 
estimated £1 .9m between 1987 and 
1990. Thus, to seek to lay blame for 
increases in the Parish Share on 
clergy remuneration and a reduction 
in grant is not strictly accurate. 

There is also the question of the 
salaries of some clergy, employed 
as central advisors with limited 
parochial responsibilities, being 
treated as a charge against the costs 
of the Parochial Ministry. This I 
regard as a piece of creative accoun- 
ting which conceals the element of 
the costs complained of — par- 
ticularly when it would seem that the 
comparable figures for the previous 
year have not been adjusted accor- 
dingly. 

In general, parishes are more con- 
cerned with the application of the 
Share they pay than the gross 
Diocesan costs to which the Chair- 
man Elect refers. The 1990 Budget 
shows that parishes are contributing 
£3. 5m towards the costs of 476 
clergymen (i.e. £7,353 per head) out 
of a total Share of £5.1m. This 
represents 68.6 per cent of the 
amount levied, with the balance — 
(31.1 per cent) relating to Diocsan 
“overheads”, including yet more 
secretrial assistance. Clearly, restric- 
ting Share increases to the level of 
inflation does not necessarily lead to 
a cut in the number of clergy at the 
sharp end. 

On purely philosophical grounds, 
it seems unfortunate that Church 
House appears to be obsessed with 
generating growth from the centre, 
with demand being geared to the 
desirable rather than the affordable. 


Such an ill-advised policy is only 
likely to stimulate unhelpful parish 
response and, in my view, is a recipe 
for disaster. 

K. J. White, 
Oxford. 

Facing facts 

IN the October issue of The DOOR, 
John Prodger, Chairman Elect of the 
Diocesan Board of Finance, under 
the heading ‘Parish share explained’, 
goes to some lengths to explain why 
the parish share has inceased tenfold 
over the last 14 years as if being able 
to explain the increase somehow 
justifies it! 

Mr Prodger has, I’m afraid, miss- 
ed the point that I, and the other cor- 
respondents writing in your previous 
issue, were making. It doesn’t mat- 
ter why the parish share has been in- 
creasing at well above the rate of 
inflation, or who the people are who 
are deciding that it should. It is clear- 
ly a trend that cannot continue in- 
definitely as, sooner or later, it will 
reach a level that the parishes just 
cannot pay, no matter how 
‘sacrificial’ their giving. 

Are the Diocesan Synod and the 
Diocesan Board of Finance going to 
recognise this as a fact of life and 
plan their financial strategy accor- 
dingly, or are they just going to con- 
tinue blindly on their present course, 
blaming the Church Commissioners, 
the law and everyone but 
themselves, and wait for even more 
parishes to default on their parish 
share payments? 

Bob Ford, 
Little Compton. 
Gloucestershire. 

Valued link 

The Rev David Reynish, in a 
letter to last month’s DOOR, 
was critical of what he felt was 
in insufficiently Christian con- 
tent in the current Buck- 
inghamshire Agreed Syllabus. 
The Chairman of the Diocesan 
Council of Education now 
replies. 

IT is good to have a letter (Revd 
David Reynish, October 1990) in 
your columns opening up a cor- 
espondence on Religious Education. 

The Buckinghamshire syllabus 
meets the requirement of the Educa- 
tion Reform Act 1988 for any new 
agreed syllabus to “reflect the fact 
that the religious traditions in Great 
Britain are in the main Christian, 
while taking account of the teaching 
and practices of the other principal 
religions represented in Great 
Britain”. 

It was a unique and historic occa- 
sion, when in 1987 the new Agreed 
Syllabus was endorsed by the Direc- 
tors of Education of both the Coun- 
ty and the Diocese. 

Buckinghamshire’s Agreed 
Syllabus makes clear that it is NOT 
a ‘scheme of work’. The Agreed 
Syllabus is aimed to provide 
guidance and assistance. 

The Diocese works closely with 
Buckinghamshire, and earlier this 
month a joint in-service session was 
held to consider the place of the Bi- 
ble in primary school worship. This 
session was attended by heads, 
teachers, clergy and county coun- 
cillors. 

Rosemary Peacocke (Mrs), 
Chairman Diocesan Council of 
Education (Schools). 



Life cares — will you! 

Life offers a pregnancy care 
service to all women — 

• free pregnancy tests 

• free non-directive counselling 

• counselling after abortion 

• housing before and after birth 


CHRIST CARES 

FOR PEOPLE WITH 
MENTAL HANDICAPS 

...WILL YOU? 



A cause for Concern is a Christian charity concerned with the care 
and support of people with mental handicap. Our prime objective is 
to express God’s love for people with mental handicap, by meeting 
their spiritual, emotional, physical, social and intellectual needs, 
hopes and concerns. We require the following staff to help us in 
achieving our objective: 


Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 


Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


Aylesbury 394344 Banbury 261257 
Bracknell 421905 High Wycombe 
Oxford 727435 448544 

Reading 581699 


lUfe 


Reading 

Bournemouth 


Aberystwyth 


Care Assistant (F) £6,721 
Temporary Secretary £3.75 per hour 
Care Assistant (M) £6,721 
Voluntary Care Assistant (M) Board and 
lodgings + £18.00 per week (would suit a 
young person who has a year to give to the 
Lord’s work) 

Voluntary Care Assistant (M) Conditions as 
above 


Will you be part of a caring team? All members of staff are 
Christians. 

For details and a application form, wri(£ C/O P.O. Box 351, 
Reading, Berkshire, RG1 7AL, or tel. (0734) 508781. 

(This ad is printed in accordance with Section 7(2)(b) of the Equal 
Opportunities Act) 


EDITORIAL 



ANIMAL HELP LINE 
AND 

HORSE SANCTUARY 


Our pressing need is funds. 

Our rescued horses need winter feeding and of course, 
vetinerary care. A new block of stables has to be built 
to accommodate more horses and donkeys in need. 
We desperately need your donations to continue our 
work. 

A new cattery has been erected for the stray cats for 
ever arriving at the sanctuary doors. This has cost 
£1,200 and we will need another one in the very near 
future!! Unfortunately funding is as constant as the 
work. 


Our Anti Live Export Campaign also takes funds to 
make the public aware of the problem. 

For further information or donations send a S. A.E. to 
The Secretary, Animal Help & Sanctuary, Homestead 
farm, Crowcroft Road, Wattisham, Ipswich, Suffolk, 
IP7 7JZ. 


PLEASE HELP 



TO 



LIVE EXPORT AND SLAUGHTER 


ANIMAL HELPLINE. 


0449 741616 



FUNERAL COSTS 


In 1 97 6 the price of a modest funeral was it, 1 66. The same 
service today is likely to cost over £800. No-one knows 
what the cost will be in 5, 10 or 20 years time. 

But with a CHOSEN HERITAGE funeral plan, for as little 
as £575, or 60 monthly payments of £ 1 1 .50, you will be 
guaranteed the complete service of your choice, no 
matter when it is needed. And by making firm 
arrangements now you will help your family to avoid 
difficult decisions about the type of service required. 
These are not insurance policies but simply a way to plan 
ahead — for your own peace of mind and to help others. 


CUSTODIAN TRUSTEE: BARCLAYS BANK PLC 



for further details to: 

CHOSEN HERITAGE LTD 
FREEPOST, 

EAST GRINSTEAD, 

Rill 9 1ZA 

or ring 

FREEPHONE 
0800 525 555 


Recommended 



ciosenOjiritaae' 

i LIMITED y 


Please send me a brochure. I understand this service 
is completely confidential, with no obligation. 

Name: 

Address: 


Post Code: 


DO 





( 
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Experience Counts 


The craftsmen at New Stone will restore your 
building to its finest using only materials 
compatible with the original. The 
finished appearance is as 
important as the cutting 
back to sound stone 
and careful reinforcements to 
ensure the repairs will not fail. | 

Deterioration should be 
checked. Contact us now and 
save on future restoration. 


NEW 

■I H AND RESTC 



TORATION LIMITED 

1 PEMBROKE ROAD RUISLIP MIDDLESEX HA4 8NQ FEL 08956 76184 FAX 08956 21574 


(Advertisement Feature) 

Independence 
for life 


THE first owners have now 
moved into Emmbrook 
Court, the pioneer in 
Reading of private “very 
sheltered” housing. 

An important considera- 
tion when looking at normal 
sheltered housing is that it is 
appropriate only for retired 
people who are active — 
should they become frail they 
will usually have to transfer 
to a nursing home. 

With sheltered housing, 
however, retired people can 
remain independent for the 
rest of their lives. 

This independence is 
enhanced by the design of the 
building, with no steps or 


stairs to negotiate and very 
comprehensive services. 

At Emmbrook Court there 
are five housekeepers and 
private domestic help. 

The development incor- 
porates a dining room where 
meals are available on re- 
quest at — since all services 
are run at cost — modest 
prices. 

Details of the apartments 
can be obtained from 
Lawrence Klein, regional 
director of Retirement 
Security Limited, by writing 
to 15 Boult Street, Reading 
RG1 4RD or phoning: 0734 
503745. 


/ 


c 







Retirement 

SECURITY LIMITED 

VERY SHELTERED 
HOUSING, 

LEIGHTON PARK, 
READING, BERKS. 

EMMBROOK COURT 


“Security, safety and care in a 
beautiful setting” 

This unique development is specifically designed for older 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence. The 
concept of Very Sheltered Housing has been developed by 
Retirement Security Ltd to five people full independence, 
but also sufficient services to enable them to stay indepen- 
dent for the whole of their lives. 

Emmbrook court provides luxury, spacious self-contained 
accommodation together with a housekeeping service on the 
premises and on call 24 hours every day of the year. In- 
dividual domestic help and personal care is provided. There 
are extensive communal rooms, including a lounge, library, 
conservatory and dining room (where meals are provided if 
required). 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting 
(Leighton Park) and close to shops and public transport. 

Why not visit Emmbrook Court and have a look for yourself. 
Whether you are comtemplating a move to a Rest Home or 
Nursing Home for yourself or a relative, or just about to 
retire, Emmbrook Court could be the perfect answer. Apart- 
ments now available from £98,500. 

For further details contact: 


Mr Lawrence Klein, Regional Director, 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD 
Telephone: 0734 503745 


Mums, babies and famil 

The work of the Oxford Diocesan Council for Social Work (Incorporati 


YOU MAY wonder what this 
long title conveys to people in 
the Diocese or what its 
relevance is to the mission of the 
Church in the three counties of 
the Diocese (Bucks, Berks and 
Oxon). The following article 
may help to put into context 
what the Council for Social 
Work (ODCSW) does in your 
name. 

The origins of the Agency 
stem from a directive issued by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
1910 that all dioceses (if they 
had not already had such an 
organisation) should set up 
refuges and help for ‘fallen 
women’. Throughout the 


choose an organisation that has 
a Christian focus. 

We continue to carry out the 
wishes of the original deanery 
associations by providing ac- 
commodation for single parents; 
but we feel* we are also con- 
tributing practically to helping 
the homeless. All the residents 
of the hostel accommodation are 
assessed as homeless by their 
respective housing authorities, 
and also have other needs: help 
with budgeting, child care sup- 
port, and relationship problems 
(particularly in regard to the 
men in their lives). We find that 
an over-riding need is to 
engender self-confidence and 


tive parents has to go through a 
rigorous scrutiny and prepara- 
tion period, before approval. It 
seems sometimes much more 
difficult to become an adoptive 
parent than to give birth 
naturally! 

Another very important part* 
of our work, and one that is in- 
creasing in importance, is the 
post-adoption counselling that 
we do. Any adopted person over 
18 now has the right to trace 
their birth parents, but must 
legally receive counselling first. 
As the agency has placed hun- 
dreds of babies over the years 
we regularly have ‘phone calls 
from people who wish to trace. 


What the ODCSW does 



ODSCW’s central office at 48 Bath Road, 
Reading. 


ADOPTION: 

• It is a recognised Adoption Society 

• Helps and prepares couples who want to adopt 
a baby. 

• Counsels mothers who wish to find a loving 
home for their babies and supports them, 
whatever their decision. 

• Offers help to parents, those adopted and 
those adopting if they wish to regain contact in 
after years. 

HOUSING: 

• Provide temporary shelter and support for 
single mothers who have nowhere else to go. 

• Runs SPHERE (Single Parents Here) groups 
which are drop-in centres for unsupported 
parents. 

• Visits unsupported parents in their own 
homes. 

• Is involved in a 13 hostels in the Diocese. 


COMMUNITY WORK: 

• Provides Church Community Workers attach- 
ed to churches in densely populated areas. 

• Through local Deanery Associations helps and 
encourages local projects especially ecumenical 
ones. 


Diocese of Oxford the deaneries 
met and formed into Deanery 
Associations. Funds were rais- 
ed and property acquired, to 
provide ‘Mother and Baby 
Homes’, where women who 
were under the stigma of giving 
birth to an illegitimate child 
could be cared for, and helped 
through this experience. 
Welfare workers were appointed 
in each deanery to act as ad- 
visers; these were often clergy 
wives or nurses. 

Many of the women, having 
had their babies, did not feel 
able to continue looking after 
them, and the welfare workers, 
with clergy and medical help, 
found suitable childless couples 
who wished to adopt a baby. 
Thus, the two strands of caring 
for the single parent and help- 
ing the childless couple came 
together, the outcome being the 
start of an adoption service. 

In 1958, as a result of changes 
in the law, the Agency (by then 
known as the Oxford Diocesan 
Council for Moral Welfare) was 
registered as an official Adop- 
tion Agency, and rules were laid 
down as to procedure. By 1976, 
the law had changed again, and 
all adoption agencies now have 
to be registered and regularly in- 
spected by central government, 
through the Inspectorate. We are 
proud that in the Oxford Diocese 
we have one of the only six 
diocesan adoption agencies in 
the country. We are able to 
allow mothers who wish to place 
their Child for adoption to have 
an alternative to the statutory 
authorities; particularly to 


self-esteem. This enables them 
to cope better with their lives, 
in their dealings w'ith others, and 
particularly with their parenting. 

We hope that by helping such 
women at an early stage in their 
children’s lives, we are preven- 
ting breakdown at a later stage, 
and enabling their children to 
experience richer and fuller 
lives. When eventually the 
women are re-housed, we will 
continue to offer support, if it is 
wanted. 

To carry out this task requires 
a united effort from many peo- 
ple, and we rely heavily on the 
support and help of the various 
local associations (now very 
largely ecumenical) and of a 
willing and dedicated band of 
volunteers. Without their in- 
volvement it would be impossi- 
ble to carry on with this work, 
and we are most grateful to 
everyone who helps in this way. 

The adoption aspect of the 
agency is still most important, 
and we do hope that every 
mother who entrusts their child 
to our care will realise that the 
future well being of that child is 
our prime consideration. To this 
end any couple who wishes to be 
considered as prospective adop- 


All the people are seen, and, if 
required we will act as in- 
termediary for the adopted per- 
son to contact their birth parents. 
Files on adoption have to be kept 
for 75 years, so you can imagine 
the amount of space that takes 
up! 

Both in the work with 
homeless single mothers, and in 
the adoption field, the focus is 
on the dose family. We also 
have an input into the wider 
family of Christ through our in- 
volvement in Church Communi- 
ty work. Through the two 
Church Community Workers in 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford, and St 
Mary’s Centre, Aylesbury, it is 
hoped that the work of the 
Church will spread out to the 
wider community, by instigating 
self-help groups, providing the 
initiative for carrying out the 
teachings of Christ into a wide 
setting, and fulfilling some of 
the wishes expressed in ‘Faith in 
the City’. 

Do please write or ring if you 
would like to know more about 
our work. Our address is: 48 
Bath Road, Reading, Berkshire 
RG1 6PG. Reading (Tel: 
0734-581861. 

Shirley Kay 
Director 


WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

• Support your local Association. 

• Raise funds for projects. 

• Offer voluntary help provided you are will- 
ing to be trained. 

• Remember the work of ODCSW in your 
prayers. 


A place tc 



ALL young mothers can feel isolated from ti 
the single parent in temporary accommodatio 
seem unbearable. 

‘Sphere’ (Single Parents Here) provides a 
tact, information and support for young single 
Some of them live in ODCSW’s own hostels, 
local authority bed and breakfast accommodi 
a creche to give them a break and to provide a 
ment for their children, a laundry room, a pr 
sions and activities, and regular visits from healt 

The project operates three days a week from 
Allen House hostel in Southampton Street and is 
social workers with the support of the hostel 
young mothers and their children make use c 
single or deserted parents, others have been di 

The weekly programme of activites has inc 
and assertiveness, and visits to the seaside A si 
run by two women artists followed by an exhit 
popular. It also allowed the women, many of 1 
victims of violence, to express their feelings 

Another Sphere group is planned for the bas 
new hostel for six homeless mothers and babi 
Oxford. Shirley Kay, director of ODCSW is an 
are going to use it should be involved from th 
us what they would like’’. Like the Reading S 
play space and regular talks. “We hope it wr 
a range of people in the area including Asian 



Shirley Kay, d 

Shirley Kay (pictured above) is the director of 
Council for Social Work Incorporated. She 
worker, and joined the agency after 22 years in 
work departments. 

She was widowed when her youngest daug 
and has been a trainer and course convenor 
run bereavement workshops. Her special inte 
ing and gardening, and looking after her 20-it 
every other weekend. 
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>lace to go 



rs can feel isolated from time to time, but for 
1 temporary accommodation the loneliness can 


Parents Here) provides a focus of social con- 
id support for young single mothers in Reading, 
in ODCSW’s own hostels, while others are in 
! and breakfast accommodation. Sphere offers 
m a break and to provide a stimulating environ- 
iren, a laundry room, a programme of discus- 
and regular visits from health-care professionals, 
ates three days a week from the basement of the 
in Southampton Street and is backed by ODCSW 
ti the support of the hostel staff. Currently, 55 
l their children make use of Sphere. Some are 
>arents, others have been divorced or widowed, 
gramme of activites has included talks on Aids 
md visits to the seaside A six weeks arts project 
artists followed by an exhibition was especially 
>wed the women, many of whom have been the 
;, to express their feelings, hopes and fears. 
>roup is planned for the basement of a proposed 
homeless mothers and babies in Cowley Road, 
y, director of ODCSW is anxious that those who 
should be involved from the beginning “to tell 
l like’’. Like the Reading Sphere it will provide 
ular talks. “We hope it will be used widely by 
n the area including Asian mothers,’’ she said. 



:y Kay, director 


ed above) is the director of the Oxford Diocesan 
Work Incorporated. She is a qualified social 
the agency after 22 years in local authority social 

d when her youngest daughter was a year old, 
iner and course convenor for CRUSE and has 
orkshops. Her special interests are choral sing- 
and looking after her 20-month grand daughter 
nd. 


Full circle 
of adoption 


MY FIRST encounter with ODCSW was one 
that I was too young to understand. Twenty- 
two years ago I was placed by my natural 
mother, who was almost 18 years old and still 
at school. My adoptive parents were childless, 
due to medical complications, and I was the 
answer to their problems. 

As I grew up, my parents always encourag- 
ed both myself and my brother, two years 
younger and also adopted, to ask questions 
about our backgrounds and not to feel that we 
were any different to anyone else. Being 
adopted was something special because, as my 
mother said on many occasions, we were 
chosen. 

‘ Being adopted was something 
special ... we were chosen 9 

In the summer of 1988, just after my degree 
finals, I found out that I was seven months 
pregnant. Quite a shock to the system! My im- 
mediate gut reaction, I must admit, was to 
keep my baby. Perhaps a dormant feeling that 
maybe I had felt when I knew I was adopted; 
something that said “don’t abandon me”. 
After a day, my logical and hard thought- 
out reaction was — adoption. After all, I had 
been very happy, so why couldn’t my baby 
have the same chance? 

I contacted the ODCSW and spoke to Val, 
who became my counsellor/social worker and 
a friend rolled into one. She helped me prepare 
for the birth, and tried to encourage me to 
think positively about my pregnancy. 


‘1 gained the confidence to accept 
my pregnancy as an achievement ’ 


An unplanned and, to be quite honest, un- 
wanted pregnancy is difficult to cope with and 
thinking positively hadn’t been at the top of 
my list. I feel that through the ODCSW I have 
been able to learn from my situation and, 
therefore, act more responsibly. I kept my 
pregnancy secret from all but a few friends and 
my parish priest. I was afraid of the comments 
that I felt my parents’ generation might have 
made: “She was such a nice girl,” etc. 

Through gentle counselling and encourage- 
ment, I gained the confidence to accept my 
pregnancy as an achievement, agree to meet 
the adoptive parents and develop the ability 
to openly show my emotions at the birth and 
while I was in hospital. I cannot deny that I 
was scared when I went into labour, but when 
I now' reflect on all that has passed I can 
treasure the experience and feel very proud. 

7 have repaid the system from 
which I have gained so much ’ 

I know that adoption was the right choice 
both for me and for James, my baby. He is 
now able to give so much joy to his new 
parents, and I feel that in some way I have 
repaid the system from which I have gained 
so much. I just hope that James is as happy 
as I have been. 


A work of encouragement 



Rose House: a breathing space 


JIM HEWITT is an ODCSW 
church community worker in 
Blackbird Leys, one of Oxford’s 
peripheral housing estates. His 
role is to encourage and help 
local community groups and to 
assist the church congregation in 
its mission in the community. 

He is on the full-time staff 
team of the local Holy Family 
Ecumenical Church, which also 
includes a Free Church minister 
and an Anglican priest: and he 
is also a member of its Church 
Officers’ group. 

Jim had lived on the estate for 
10 years before taking on the job 
of community worker, so he 
knew what to expect. He has 
continued to be involved in the 
Neighbourhood Advice Centre 
set up by his predecessor. He 
organised the church’s ‘Dawn 
Chorus’ float for the 1989 
Blackbird Leys festival and was 
chairman of the 1990 Festival. 
A creche for families in need 
operating in the church building 
has relied on his support and so 
has the church’s active witness 
for peace, including a shadow 
painting project on Hiroshima 
Day. 


New opportunities have arisen 
since Jim’s appointment. He has 
helped to set up a savings club 
which is developing into a 
Credit Union, established a 
prayer group and a weekly ses- 
sion with two classes at a local 
primary school, and even helped 
to organise an exhibition by 
local artists in the laundrette. 


“The job of a church com- 
munity worker expands to 
overflow the space available. 
Churches and communities are 
an open ended network 
generating any amount of new 
work, so that it is always a mat- 
ter of discerning, flexibly, 
which task should get atten- 
tion,’’ Jim Hewitt says. 


ROSE HOUSE, a hostel for 
single, homeless mothers and 
their babies, was officially open- 
ed last December. Situated in 
Bracknell, the house caters for 
a very young, and therefore, 
more vulnerable age group. 

There is room for four women 
and their babies. They each have 
their own bedroom, which they 
have to share with their baby, 
and there is also a spacious com- 
munal sitting room, kitchen and 
bathroom. At the back there is 
also a pleasant and safe garden. 

The house was made ready by 
Bracknell Forest Council, 
together with Sonning and 
Bracknell Deanery Association. 
With the help of a number of en- 
thusiastic volunteers, we manag- 
ed to get it almost fully 
equipped, decorated and fur- 
nished. 

The staff at Rose House, a 


house manager, a project 
worker and nine volunteers, 
have set up a rota so that every 
day and every evening someone 
will call in to give the women 
support, help or a break. We 
also have weekly house 
meetings and individual 
meetings. 

In Rose House we not only 
provide shelter, security and 
support for the homeless, single 


young parent, but we also help 
the women to realise their own 
potential and to gain confidence 
to stand on their own feet. At the 
end of the day when they move 
into their own accommodation 
after approximately one year, 
they can generally cope not just 
with their child but with life as 
a whole. 

Hester Robinson 
Project Worker „ Rose House 


Christ has no body now on earth but yours, 

No hands but yours, 

No feet but yours; 

Yours are the eyes through which is to look out Christ’s 
compassion to the world, 

Yours are the feet with which He is to go about doing good, 
Yours are the hands with which He is to bless us now. 

St. Teresa of Avila 



THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Wishes to appoint a 

SECRETARY/ 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT 

Full-time to the Communications Officer The Revd. Richard Thomas. 
This key appointment within the Communications Deaprtment of a large 
Diocese requires word processing, secretarial and organisation skills. 
Experience of journalism or public relations would be an advantage, though 
not essential. 

Salary range £7,834-£9,598 with a local pay addition (currently £1,000). 

Please ring or write to: 

Mrs Elaine Bowman, Personnel Administrator, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB, telephone (0865) 244566 for a job 
description/application form. 



I. R. GRIFFIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAPERHANGING & TEXTURED 
CEILINGS AND WALLS 

* Free Estimates * 

All work carried out by qualified 
tradesmen 

TELEPHONE 
READING (0734) 697109 


Help the homeless 
at Christmas 

The plight of the homeless knows no barriers. Young 
people, children, families, the elderly and infirm, all are 
vulnerable. Many of the homeless will end up in 
overcrowded, high cost temporary accommodation with all 
its problems of insecurity and low standards. 

Church Housing are facing the problem of homelessness 
and through the provision of hostels in Oxford and 
Reading we are re-housing the homeless, giving them a 
secure, well maintained home of their own so they can 
look forward and plan for a happier future life. 

But to do this we need your help. 

Help us face the problem of homelessness at 
Christmas. 

Himrfll Housinq 

Church Housing Association, 

Sutherland House, 

70-78 West Hendon Broadway, 

London NW9 7BT 

□ I enclose cheque for £50, £25, £10, £5, £ i 

□ I would like to remember Church Housing 

Association in my will. Please send me details. 

Name: 1 

Address: , 

Postcode: TD 


You Can Save Time, 
Money and Tired Feet 

By selecting your 
carpets and curtains 
in the comfort of 
your own home. 

Carpeting and curtains for commercial 
and domestic application. 

• Select from samples at your home or office 

• Free quotations at competitive prices 

• Top brand names 

• Quality fitting and installation 

• Prompt service, satisfaction guaranteed 

• Licenced credit broker 



For more information on our comprehensive service, 
please call Timothy Campbell on: 


Maidenhead (0628) 777245 
Evenings (0628) 850353 
Mobile 0860 43 8070 


V 



COLOURWAY 

INTERIORS 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. * 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon 0X17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


To 

advertise 


CHURCH FARMHOUSE 
HOLTON, OXFORD 


Residential Care 
JUST OPENED 



10 luxurious bed/sitting rooms, all ensuite facilities with TV & 
personal telephone points. Lift. Nurse call system. Home 
cooking. 

A beautiful country house midway Thame/Oxford tastefully 
converted but totally unspoiled, set in 14 acres in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty. 

Personally run by the proprietors, experienced in elderly care. 
Enquiries for long or short stay welcomed. 

For full details contact Mrs Margaret Shergold SRN 08677 2605 


on our 
regular 

QUESTION 

OF 

CARING 

feature 

Telephone: 
Glyn Davis 
on Oxford 
( 0865 ) 880505 . 



fountry lousms 
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Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 

Special care Tor your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street, Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 




TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 


GENERAL MEDICAL & 
CONVALESCENT >N A HOMELY, 


CARING ATMOSPHERE 


Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 


Register'd by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 


BANBURY 62530 



ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 


Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7PF 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 



OAKEN UOETCARE m 

Eynsham Road 
Farmoor, Oxford 0X2 9NL 
Accom: (0865) 863710 
Admin: (0865) 865252 
Fax: (0865) 864831 


RESIDENTIAL HOME 


NOW OPEN! 

Oaken Holt is a community for the elderly providing a wide range of continuing care facilities, and Oaken Hotel Care 
Limited are pleased to announce the opening of their Residential Home. 

The Home is set in 23 acres of parkland and landscaped gardens, and was formerly the country seat of Lord Abingdon. 
The staff are proud of the luxury ‘Hotel’ style facilities on offer combined with the friendly and caring ‘home from home’ 
atmosphere. 

Each of the bedrooms is equipped with its own private facilities, nurse call system (24 hour cover) and TV point. There 
is a large well equipped laundry and visits are made on a regular basis by a hairdresser, an occupational therapist and all 
medical services. The chefs provide a nourishing and diverse menu based on traditional English cooking and, naturally, 
special diets can be catered for. 

Relatives and friends are encouraged to visit, and outings are arranged to local places of interest. 

If you would like to find our more please telephone Matron on 0865 865252 or call in to our open coffee morning on Tues- 
day 23rd October between 10am and 12 noon. 

OAKEN HOLT RESIDENTIAL HOME 
Eynsham Road, Farmoor, Oxford 0X2 9NL. 

Telephone: 0865 865252 












A prison's chaplain's day 

Taking God's love 
to all men 


The Door, November 1990 13 


READING Prison is a three- 
storey Victorian building in the 
centre of the city. Its red brick 
walls loom castle-like above a 
courtyard within a massive 
perimeter wall, and its four 
wings meet under a central 
lantern tower from which there 
is an excellent view in all direc- 
tions. It is a local prison, and in- 
cludes not only convicted 
prisoners and young offenders 
but also men on remand whose 
charges range from non- 
payment of fines to. murder. 

The Chaplain is David 
Hastings, who nine months ago 
exchanged his life as a head- 
master for an onerous range of 
duties in the prison. He will hap- 
pily hand out ‘a tract’ if one is 
requested, but he is just as like- 
ly to be asked to phone a 
girlfriend who has been out of 
touch, to help write a difficult 
letter home, or to provide a 
shoulder to cry on. He is the one 
person, other than the governor, 
who can go anywhere in the 
prison unchallenged. He is part 
priest, part social worker, part 
father-figure, part friend to in- 
mates and staff alike. This is a 
record of a typical day. 
Thursday , September 27 
7.15am. A crisp autumn morn- 
ing. David Hastings drives from 
his home in Caversham to the 
prison, parks in the forecourt 
and greets the officers on duty 
at the electronically controlled 
security gates. Once inside the 
high outer wall, he crosses the 
courtyard and makes his way to 
the ecumenical Chapel of the 
Upper Room adjoining his office 
at the far end of B wing. There, 
he spends time in prayer and 
reflection and offers his day to 
God. 

8am. The 275 inmates are 
unlocked, landing by landing, 
and begin to ‘slop out’, shave 
and wash before collecting their 
breakfast from the mobile can- 
teen on the ground floor of B 
wing. David spends a few 
minutes at his desk looking 
through today’s list of arrivals 
and departures, but as breakfast 
gets under way, he goes out on- 
to the landings and makes his 
way briskly up and down the 
iron stairways. “This is where 
I pick up much of my work just 
by being available,’’ he says. 

From all sides there are good- 
humoured greetings, as he pops 
in and out of cells enquiring 
about court appearances, loved 
ones or states of health. Tom, 
newly baptised and confirmed 
but “having a bad time’’ and 
just out of hospital, needs a kind 
word; an inmate on kitchen 
duties wants to talk about the 
bad working conditions in the 
temporary kitchen; while Wilf, 


a prison officer, waylays him on 
a top landing to ask about the 
changes in prison reorgani- 
sation. 

8.45am. David collects three 
formal application slips for a 
‘chaplain’s visit’ from the duty 
landing officer. Then, back to 
his office where Marc, a red 
band trusty who is also the 
chapel orderly, is waiting. A 
former estate agent, he is a 
natural administrator. “He 
cleans the chapel, gets things 
ready for chaplain’s classes, 
does my filing and generally 
looks after me,’’ David says. He 
also makes wonderful filter cof- 
fee, and there is just time for a 
quick cup. 

9.10am. Down to the 
Segregation Unit at the end of 
C wing, where the Rule 43 
prisoners are kept. Some are sex 
offenders but others are there for 
their own protection. The unit 
includes ‘the block’, whose in- 
mates are in solitary as a punish- 
ment. David looks in on 
Michael, who asks for some 
poetry books to help with his 
reading difficulties, some pen- 
cils and drawing book, and notes 
that Alan in the next cell wants 
a Bible. 

9.45am. Back to the office to 
collect the arrivals list. Waiting 
outside is the Imam, the Muslim 
pastor who is one of a team of 
part-time chaplains and minis- 
ters. David tells him about so- 
meone who wants to be put on 
the Muslim Class list. Then to 
the Multipurpose Room, 
formerly the chapel, to see the 
newcomers. 

There are six today, quietly 
waiting to be interviewed by 
various officers and then by the 
Chaplain. Among them is 
David, a Mormon in for rob- 
bery, who enquiries about a 
Mormon minister. A man in for 
a breach of bail after a driving 
offence who thinks he has prob- 


ably been baptised; and Nigel, 
a 19-year-old on a burglary 
charge, who gives his religion 
as Rastafarian and seems 
remarkably cheerful. David 
greets each one of them warm- 
ly, gives them a leaflet about the 
chaplaincy and fills up a form 
with their details. 

“I’m often asked how 1 cope , 
but I honestly don *t remember 
what a bloke is in here for. OK, 
they’ve strayed from the path , 
but 1 try to ignore what a man 
has done and to embrace what 
he stands for. 99 

10.20am. Back to the office 
to look at today’s post, before 
going to the hospital wing 
(another statutory duty). Noel 
Whitehead, the Senior Officer 
there, reports that things are 
relatively light at the moment. 
The ‘strip cells’ (pink walls to 
calm, and nothing except a mat- 
tress) are empty, though are 
often occupied by drug addicts 
or alcoholics doing ‘cold 
turkey’. Philip, a lad with 
diabetes, is about to be transfer- 
red to Fairmile and promises to 
keep in touch. 

“Despite all the difficulties, 
1 have no regrets about chang- 
ing from education after 26 
years. 1 feel very fulfilled as a 
priest and believe that God has 
led me into this very difficult 
ministry. 99 

10.45am. Marc is brewing 
more coffee, having tidied and 
vaccuumed the chapel. “At least 
there were no cigarette butts this 
morning.’’ David settles down 
to some administration. He 
makes a point of clearing his 
desk each day. 

There are chaplains at other 
prisons to be contacted once 
transfers have taken place. 



David Hastings, pictured ‘at work’. 


details of requests to see the 
Chaplain, and action taken to be 
recorded and a daily Chaplain’s 
Journal to b e completed. 

He telephones a local 
Pentecostal minister of the 
Church of God to arrange a visit 
to a black prisoner in ‘Seg’, and 
makes several more calls in an 
effort to find a Mormom 
minister. If there’s time, he 
might make a start on an article 
for Holy Trinity Church 
magazine, but instead Father 
Jim, the Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, rings in about Billy 
and Tom who have asked to see 
him. 

11.30am. Meals are early in 
prison, and the plates have 
already arrived on B wing as 
David goes to tell Tom that 
Father Jim, will pop in soon. 
Could he also contact his father 
in Liverpool, to tell him where 
he is? Tom asks. Then, to the 
typing pool with some letters 
before a quick lunch in the of- 
ficers mess, cooked by the 
inmates. 

12.15pm. Back to the office 
to complete the Chaplain’s Jour- 
nal. Recent entries include a 
meeting with a possible prison 
visitor, a discussion about set- 
ting up a “listening group’’ to 
cope with staff stress, and a visit 
from the manager of a probation 
hostel. Next, to the typing pool 


Remember Prisoners' Week 


Prisoners’ Week is November 
12-18. The text this year is 
“People passing by shook their 
heads and hurled insults at 
Jesus”. Do you pass by or are 
you prepared to stop, observe 
and listen? 

Prisoners’ Week encourages 
us to do just that and to pray 
for a Christian response to 
crime, its victims, the families 
of prisoners, offenders and all 
who work and minister in this 
area of life which many peo- 
ple prefer to pass by. 

THERE are seven prisons in the 
Oxford Diocese accommodating 
about 1,600 prisoners. Two more, 


at Milton Keynes and Bicester, 
will open in the next two years 
almost doubling our prison 
population. 

Why not start getting to know 
the one nearest to you in this 
year’s Prisoners Week? 
(November 12-18). Prison Visitors 
are always needed and you can 
find out how the scheme works 
from the Chaplain. 

All will welcome your support 
and your prayers. Prisons are part 
of our Diocese and can contribute 
as well as receive. 

Chaplains of HM Prisons & 
Borstal Institutions etc: Aylesbury 
Prison: Aylesbury (0296) 24433. H. 
Potter; Grendon Prison: Grendon 
Underwood (029677) 301. F. 
James; Spring Hill Prison: (same 


telephone number and Chaplain as 
Grendon Prison); Huntercombe 
HMYCC: R. R. Eamshaw. Nettleb- 
ed (0491) 641711; Oxford Prison: 
Oxford (0865) 721261. H. D. 
Dupree. Office: Oxford (0865) 
240940; Reading Prison: Reading 
(0734) 58703. D. Hastings; Kidl- 
ington, Campsfield House 
HMYCC: Kidlington (086575) 
4113. R. G. Coppen. 

Chaplains welcome invitations 
to talk about their work to chur- 
ches and other groups. 

Prisons often need: battery 
operated radios, copies of the 
Authorised Version of the Bible 
(Reading), donations towards buy- 
ing chocolate bars, at Christmas 
time, paperback books. 


with some letters. David seems 
to have boundless energy, but at 
this point the day can seem 
endless to the visitor. 

1.30pm. On the way through 
B wing he stops to talk to the 
Governor, Derek Myers, who 
says how grateful they have 
been for the support of the 
Bishop of Reading, particularly 
during the recent unrest in 
prisons all over the country. 
“He just phoned up to ask if we 
were alright, and whether we 
wanted him to come down.’’ 

Then, to the Visitors’ Room 
for the daily visiting session for 
remand prisoners. It’s often just 
a matter of patting children’s 
heads and giving a cheering 
word here and there, but there 
is always the possibility of a sud- 
den crisis as husbands and 
wives, mothers and girlfriends 
struggle to communicate over 
the barrier. 

1.45pm. To the Education 
Department/Workshops. 
Reading is said to be the cleanest 
prison in the country, but even 
so the breath of fresh air cross- 
ing the courtyard is very 
welcome. On the way, David 
calls in at the temporary kitchen 
to see how they are coping. 
There is the odd grumble but 
nothing serious, though Martin 
asks about a transfer to 
Springhill. 

In the Woodwork Room, 
Gordon is putting the finishing 
touches to an amazing galleon 
made from 25,000 matches. He 
is on remand, and expecting a 
long sentence, so plans to start 
on HMS Victory next. In the 
computer room, Peter is prepar- 
ing his own mitigation. He has 
lost everything, he says, a good 
job, wife, children and “shed 
more tears here than ever in my 
life’’, but David has been like a 
father. 

3pm. Marc is waiting with 
more coffee, and Father Jim has 
arrived to discuss the possibili- 
ty of a special visit for the wife 
of a prisoner who is very depres- 
ed. David continues his search 
for a Mormon pastor, while 
Marc puts out the chairs and 
Bibles for tonight’s Anglican 


Chaplain’s class, and runs 
through the list of those ex- 
pected. 

4pm- 5 pm. A much-needed 
break in nearby Forbury 
Gardens “just to get out of the 
prison for a bit’’. Apart from a 
snatched lunch, David has been 
continously ‘available’ since 
7.45am. 

“This to me is what the 
Gospel is about, because Christ 
came and understood people 
who were marginalised. He was 
prepared to go and eat with the 
outcasts of society, and in a way 
that is what being a prison 
chaplain is all about. 99 

5pm. Back to his desk and an 
hour’s letter writing: a letter to 
a solicitor, and one to a judge in 
support of a prisoner to be dealt 
with. “If a bloke genuinely 
wants to get his life together, I 
would have no compunction 
about sitting down and writing 
a letter on his behalf.’’ The 
Governor rings up to talk about 
the way the prison ought to res- 
pond to any press enquiries 
about a possible ‘hot line’ to the 
Sarmaritans for inmates. Then 
a moment’s quiet to think about 
tonight’s meeting. - 

6-7. 30pm. The Chaplain’s 
class ... Eleven turn up, plus 
two girls from Greyfriars who 
are leading it. David is hoping 
to get away promptly, because 
he and his wife are having a rare 
evening out. “There is always 
the possibility of a sudden 
emergency, and invariably so- 
meone stops me as I am on my 
way out, and, if I can, I deal 
with it there and then rather than 
let them stew about it all night 
locked up in their cell.’’ 

“I wear a crucifix on my belt 
alongside my keys. It reminds 
me that Christ’s outstretched 
arms are the arms of love, and 
when I embrace a man who is 
in tears 1 am embracing him 
with the arms of Christ who 
suffered and understands all 
that these prisoners are going 
through. 99 


SUPERMAIDS LTD 

7 THE CLOCK HOUSE, CARTERTON, OXON 

LOOK AT THE SERVICES 
OFFERED BY SUPERMAIDS 



• House and Home Cleaning Service. 

• Carpet, rug cleaning service with free carpet protector. 

• Ceiling cleaning NEW FRON THE USA. Ceilings cleaned 
including tiles — no mess or fuss. 

• Cars, caravans cleaned including all upholstery. 

• Hard and soft floors cleaned and polished. 

• Curtains cleaned in your own home or at our branch 
shop. FREE FREE take down and rehang service 
including new curtain hooks if required. 

• We clean all types of 3-piece suites — we also clean 
mattresses. 


We offer a flame and fume retadent service to British 
Standards — reduce your home or office insurance. 

We also offer germicides spraying — a must for 
children's illnesses. 

Supermaids deodorizers, this is sprayed into your home 
or office — removes all unpleasant smells for months. 
Pets — we can spray your home and remove all pet 
fleas and mites and protect your home from further 
infestation. 

Flood and fire clean up service and restoration. 


WE’RE JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY-(0993) 844628 or (0993) 844849 



Textile Printers 


SCREEN PRINTERS FOR: 

* T-SHIRTS 

★ 

★ 

★ TEAM BIBS 

★ SHIRTS 

★ SKIRTS 

★ EMBROIDERY 

★ ANY FORM OF CLOTHING 

We print Anything & Everything 
for Promotions , Sports Teams etc 

PHONE US FIRST 
RUSHDEN (0983) 315930 
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CARA *0*% 

Care & Resources 
for people # 

affected by AIDS 


World AIDS Day, 
Saturday December 1st 1990 




MOZART REQUIEM 

at St James’ Church Piccadilly at 7.30pm 

sung by a choir and orchestra especially formed for this 
occasion. 

Soloists: Soprano — Ann-Marie Connors 

Mezzo Soprano — Margaret Kingsley 
Tenor — Kenneth Woollam 
Bass — to be announced 
Conductor:— Neil Kelley 

The performance is to commemorate the many men, 
women and children who have died in the past decade 
with AIDS. 


The proceeds of the evening are to benefit CARA. 

Tickets: (£8 and £4.50) available from CARA, The 
Basement, 178 Lancaster Road, London Wll 1QU 

Cheques payable to CARA: Please enclose s.a.e. 


Down in Kingham there’s a little firm 
which does nothing else but copy and 
restore old photographs . . . 

Sepiatone studio portraits , faded snaps from the old box Brownie, 
photographs in any condition can be copied, improved and 
reproduced to full archival standards of performance. 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — 
we’ll be glad to see you! 

PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD, KINGHAM, OXON OX7 6UP 
Telephone: (060871) 8184 


V. HEREDGE 
BRICKWORK 

Garden Walls • Extensions • Garages 
Blockwork • Repointing • Repair Work 

★ PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP * 

Fair and reasonable rates with fast and friendly service. 
MEMBER OF THE LEAGUE OF PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMEN 

★ FOR A FREE QUOTE AND SOUND ADVICE ★ 

Phone (0235) 847221 any day after 3pm 


MEMORIALS 

by the specialists (established over 40 years) 

VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS AND CONSULT 
OUR SKILLED STONEMASONS OR SEND 
FOR BROCHURE 

Ross Stonecraft Ltd 

Elliman Avenue, Slough SL2 5AZ 
Member National Ass of Master Masons 

Slough (0753) 22889 
□ S 



DIOCESE OF 
CHELMSFORD 
YOUTH SERVICE 



The newly refurbished, 
14th century 

ASHELDHAM 
YOUTH CHURCH 

can now accommodate 30 
young people and 8 
leaders in comfortable, 
reasonably priced, 
centrally heated 
accommodation. 

Fully equipped kitchen for 
self-catering.. 

Chapel. Class/workroom. TV 
and video. Games field. 
Situated in the Essex 
countryside between the rivers 
Blackwater and Crouch. 
Ideal for sailing, canoeing, 
walking etc. 

Now taking bookings for 
weekends and weeks in 1991. 
Details from: 

Mrs Greta Rose 
89 Avon Road, Upminster 
Essex, RM14 1RF. 

Tel: 04022 26749 


JACQUIE BINNS - 

ARTIST/EMBROIDERER 


081-874 0895 



Original and individual 
Church Vestments, Altar 
Frontals, Banners 


VESTMENT 

Queens & Elliot 

MAKERS 

Partners: C. Fry and 
I. McCabe 

Quality Hand made 
vestments. 

All styles. 

Bespoke tailored cassocks. 

Cottas and Albs. 

- Vestment repair service. 

To individual Specifications. 

St. Benet’s Church House, 
Ospringe Road, Kentish 
Town, 

London, NW5 2JB 
Tel: 071 2674720 



HI! 

Well, autumn is now well under 
way, and we are getting mists, 
dew and frosts. As Polly Dolly 
and I travel across the Berkshire 
downs from Newbury, the col- 
ours in the trees and bushes are 


marvellous. Do you have a 
favourite time of the year? It 
seems to me that the Lord has 
given us something special in 
each of the four seasons. 
Perhaps you could think of 
something special to do with 



each season. 


One of our favourite things 
about autumn is to come home 
in the evening, have an open 
fire, and hot buttered crumpets! 
I’d better stop before my mouth 
waters too much! 

Talking of the Lord giving us 
something special, He has, of 
course given us a fantastic book, 
full of all sorts of exciting stories 
about how He works with His 
people, including the adventures 
of His son, Jesus — that’s got 
to be better than Mutant Turtles! 

I’m not suggesting you sit 
down and try to read your Bi- 
ble from one end to the other. 


I’m sure you are familiar with 
the well-known parts, such as 
Adam and Eve, Noah, Jonah, 
Daniel, Joseph, the birth of 
Jesus. His ministry, death and 
resurrection, the coming of the 
Holy Spirit and the adventures 
of Saint Paul. But there are 
many stories which show us that 
people today are not different 
from those in Biblical times and 
by reading'their adventures we 
can learn a lot too! 

Of course, some words will 
be difficult, so try to use a 
children’s Bible or some Bible 
reading notes. Here are a few 
suggestions: Early Days with 
Jesus (CWR); Topz (CWR); 
Quest (SU); 1 to One (SU); 
Time for the Family (SU). If you 
don’t read yet, then perhaps yo 
could have a Bible story at bed- 
time. You could always draw, 
paint or colour a picture and 
send it to me. One Sunday 
School in the Diocese has 
already sent me a seed picture. 

Have fun, 
Roger Fray. 



Joining the King's Kids on tour 


THIS summer, Susie and 
Deborah Bacon (aged 12 and 
11) from Arborfield in 
Berkshire, took part in an 
adventure in faith, when they 
joined one of the King’s Kids 
teams touring the UK. These 
international evangelistic tours 
are run by a non- 
denominational Christian 
organisation called Youth 
With A Mission (YWAM). 
More than 12,000 young 
people were King’s Kids last 
year, in all continents. This 
particular group drew young 
people from Poland, Holland, 
Switzerland, Iceland, 
Australia, Hong Kong and the 
USA, as well as England and 
Scotland. 

YWAM’s motto is “to know 
God and make Him known”. 
It was started to give young 
adults a chance to devote a 
season to working full-time for 
the Lord. No-one, from the 
world-wide director Loren 
Cunningham to the student on 
a ‘Summer of Service’, is paid: 
all must pay their own way, 
and many are sponsored by 
their home churches. 
Gradually, the age-range has 
widened so that ‘Youth’ en- 
compasses many young-in- 
heart as well as school 
children. YWAM combine 
mission with mercy ministry. 
Their ship, the M.V. 
Anastasis, equipped with 
emergency supplies and with 
its own hospital facilities, is 
visiting London this autumn. 

Susie and Deborah’s King’s 
Kids tour lasted almost a 
month, beginning with a 
week’s ‘Boot Camp’ at a 
YWAM base called Holmsted 
Manor in Sussex, here, the 32 
children and 20 adults were 
allocated to family groups. 



They learned dance routines 
(see photo) and sang to back- 
ing tapes; some were given 
solo parts to sing; others prac- 
tised their gymnastic skills; all 
were encouraged to develop 
their relationship with Jesus, 
and to hear God speaking to 
them. 

On the road, the group 
covered south and west 
England plus a week in Jersey, 
culminating in a stint in Co- 
vent Garden and Earl’s Court 
in London. Stages varied from 
the steps of Truro Cathedral 
and inside churches, to band- 
stands, market-places and 
council housing estates. After 
an hour’s performance of 
song, dance and testimonies, 
the Kids would mingle with 


there was one miraculous 
healing. 

Stephen Bacon 


the audience to share their 
faith. God worked in the 
hearts of many listeners and 


Do we 'wanna be free'? 


HOW many times does the average teenager 
say the above words in a month? Much of the 
friction which brings about this demand is a 
result of the lack of understanding of the socie- 
ty in which the young person is being brought 
up. Because he/she cannot do exactly as they 
please, the logical conclusion is that they are 
being oppressed. 

The definition of FREE as presented to us 
by the Oxford Dictionary is: “Unrestricted; 
not confined; exempt from”. I defy anybody 
to show me someone who fits into that category 
in the world today. Many of today’s youth 
believe that as they are free citizens, with their 
own life ahead of them, they can do whatever 
they choose, regardless of anybody else. 

This attitude is typified in the lyrics of a re- 
cent song which became very popular because 
of its opening refrain, which went something 
along the lines of: What do we wanna do?; We 
wanna be free; We wanna have a good time; We 
wanna get loaded; That's what we wanna do and 
we 9 re gonna do it. 

To achieve the type of freedom they are ad- 


YOUNG DOOR 


vocating you’d have to take yourself up to a 
different planet, where you would be free to do 
whatever you wanted. It would be awfully 
lonely, but that is the price you have to pay 
if you wish to live your life without worrying 
or even caring about the way other people feel. 

As far as I am concerned, you can be free 
only once you accept the fact that there are 
other people and that what you want to do is 
to keep not only yourself but also them happy. 

Another relevant song lyric which springs 
to mind is from Fat and Frantic: Freedom is 
a sweet word; But freedom without justice is a 
freedom for a few. If exercising your rights as 
a “Free” person makes people you care about, 
and who care about you unhappy, where is the 
justice in that? 

Simon Hails 

Simon Hails (18) is reading English and History 
at King Alfred College , Winchester. He aims to 
become a child psychologist. Simon lives in 
Henley. 
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Madeline 0494 785 632 1 

0707 322 448 } 




DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 
and UK STOCKISTS of 
NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 
Amber Wine, solely for Altar use 

Price Lists and details on request from: 

F. A. DUMONT LTD. High Street. Lyminge 
Folkestone. Kent CTI8 8EL. Tel: (0303) 863103 


(\T)ummL 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


13 Holloway’s 3 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON 0X16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 
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Pere Drion, Parish Priest of Jouarre (right) showing the tomb of St Agilbert to Sister Margaret 
of All Saints’ Convent, Oxford and members of the Dorchester party. Their visit to France was 
arranged to celebrate the 1300 year old connection between the two abbeys. 

Photo: John Crowe 


Dorchester 

entente 

FIRST those tunnel problems, 
then the lamb war, and now 
shish kebabs in the Bayeux 
tapestry, Anglo-French relations 
seem to be going through a bad 
patch. So it is all the more en- 
couraging to hear about the 
revival of an old friendship bet- 
ween Dorchester on Thames in 
Oxfordshire and Jouarre, a 
small town 45 miles east of 
Paris. The original connection 
was made, when St Agilbert was 
Bishop of Dorchester from 650 
till 660 before being made 
Bishop of Paris. The Saint 
originated from Jouarre, where 
his sister, St Telchilde, was the 
first Abbess, and before his 
death he supervised the building 
of a basilica there and a crypt in 
which he and other members of 
his family were to be buried. 

No wonder, then, that Pere 
Drion, the Roman Catholic 
Parish Priest of Jouarre and 
Chaplain of the Abbey, greeted 
43 pilgrims on a four-day visit 
from Dorchester in September 
with the words: “Who would 
have thought some ancient bones 
buried in the 7th century would 
have produced such a lively 
gathering today?” 

The Oxfordshire party were 
accompanied by John Crowe, 
the Rector of Dorchester, and 
Ken Reeves, Vicar of Ded- 
dington. With them went Sister 
Margaret, of All Saints’ Con- 
vent, Oxford, who has been a 
regular visitor of Jouarre since 
1966 and an inspiration for the 
link. The highlights of their visit 
were a meeting in the Abbey 
parlour with a representative 
number of nuns from the Bene- 
dictine enclosed order at 
Jouarre; a Eucharist celebrated 
in the crypt on Sunday morning; 
and a concert given in the Ab- 
bey Church to the nuns and 
villagers by the Dorchester Ab- 
bey Choir and the close har- 
monay group, ‘Two A Part’. 
The applause at the end of the 
concert was so enthusastic (“80 
nuns giving a rhythmic handclap 
were irresistible”) that an en- 
core was sung. 

“We felt we had returned to 
give thanks for the pioneering 
work of someone responsible for 
the early history of the Church 
of England,” John Crowe said. 
Now, it is hoped to establish a 
regular Jouarre-Dorchester link 
and a return visit in 1992. But 
next time our clergy had better 


exchange their dog collars for 
les bow ties. French priests, it 
seems, dress much less formal- 
ly and Pere Drion teased Messrs 
Crowe and Reeves for wearing 
‘le collar Romaine ’! 

Year of 
1890 

1890 was clearly a vintage year 
for church building judging by 
the number of centenary cele- 
brations we have heard about 
recently. The latest is St Mark’s, 
Reading , whose present building 
was consecrated in 1905 but 
founded at the end of 1889, in 
a ‘tin church’. The congregation 
decided to make this year one to 
remember, starting last 
Epiphany with a visit from the 
Bishop of Reading and four 
weeks afterwards with the in- 
stitution of a new Vicar, Ray- 
mond Hayne. 

Other visitors have included 
Eric Wild, a former Bishop of 
Reading, the Dean of St 
Michael’s in Barbados, the 
Mayor of Reading and Tony 
Durant, the West Reading 
Member of Parliament. Sixteen 
members of the parish went to 
Glastonbury for the National 
Pilgrimage. The Sunday school 
went in two coachloads to 
Bournemouth and the winter 
programme begins with a Sung 
Requiem on November 7. 

But there is more to come. 


“There will also be some kind 
of final fling, of a social nature 
before the end of the Centenary 
year’'’ writes Raymond 
Haynes! We are expecting to 
hear trumpets and fireworks 
from the direction of St Mark’s 
very soon. 

Peel’s peal 

There have been celebrations, 
too, in Linslade (the bit of our 
Diocese in Bedfordshire) not for 
a hundred years but for the 30 
which their vicar, Michael Peel 
has served as a priest. The 
Bishop of Fulham, the Right 
Revd John Klyberg, preached at 
a special Eucharist on Sept- 
ember 23, and Dr Peel was 
given a new cassock-alb, an 
organ recital, and a peal of 
Grandsire Triples which took 
the bellringers two hours and 35 
minutes to ring. 


Postscript. It is always good to 
know that at least some people 
read The DOOR. Mrs Janet 
Trotman has written to tell us 
that a number of you responded 
to our mention of her holiday 
quiz and that the winner was 
Miss M. /. Draper from 
Rowstock who achieved an ex- 
ceptional 93 per cent. We are 
asked to tell you that the answers 
are on the notice board of West 
Hendred Church at the 
moment. 


And not far away, the bell- 
ringers of Newport Pagnell 
raised £50 for the Iranian ear- 
thquake disaster fund, not by 
ringing but with conducted tours 
of the tower while their Rector’s 
wife, Mrs Marilyn Lewis, led 
a team over the final laps of a 
180-mile marathon swim which 
raised £1000 for the Parish 
Church Restoration Appeal. 

Despite a rejection of a grant 
application to English Heritage 
towards the £195,000 needed 
for the restoration, work will 
begin in the spring while fund- 
raising continues, it will include 
a repeat of this year’s successful 
Newport Pagnell Flower, Art 
and Music Festival next June, 
featuring an international craft 
exhibition, a festival ball and a 
jazz concert — presumably with 
Mrs Lewis on the drums! 

Happy 

returns 

More celebrations. This time for 
the 80th birthday of St Faith’s, 
Newton Longeville Mothers’ 
Union whose members include 
Mrs Alice Tutton, the daughter 
of one of the first members to 
be enrolled in 1910. There has 
been a visit from the Diocesan 
President, Mrs Rosemary 
Peirce, three new members and 
a renewal of promises by the old 
members, and the making and 
presentation of a new altar fron- 
tal for a side chapel. 


A new churchwarden's 
diary: more extracts 


Thursday 26 April 
I have received a very formal docu- 
ment saying that I am ‘ ‘cited to ap- 
pear before the Archdeacon or other 
competent judge at the Visitation 
Court in a fortnight’s time”. I feel 
as though I have been caught for 
speeding or perhaps an even more 
serious offence. Anyway I see that 
it is when we will be admitted to of- 
fice as Churchwardens. This follows 
Evensong on that day. A previous 
warden says that the sermon is 
always very boring! Sounds fun. 


Friday 27 April 

Our Church is without an Incumbent 
and tonight is the formal interview 
for, hopefully, his successor. At the 
end of the evening we hear that the 
Patrons, the Bishop and everyone 
else involved have offered the post 
and this has been accepted. Praise 
God. He hopes to start in September 
so this will be an exciting year ahead 
and a busy year for the Chur- 
chwardens. 


Sunday 29 April 

I have to confess that I have never 
been to an 8 am Communion at our 
Church. Bit too early for me! 
Anyway I realise that as a Church- 
warden I will have to take my turn 
to go and to get everything ready. 
So this morning I got up early and 
went and watched to see what had 
to be done. Eleven people turned up 
for Communion, and what surpris- 
ed me was that even though I am one 
of the Readers in our Church and felt 
that I knew most people at least by 
sight I only knew three of the peo- 
ple there. 

At the end of the service, realis- 
ed that the heating system had ceas- 
ed functioning. Fault turned out to 
be the timer clock. Some button 
which you had to force in had jamm- 
ed. Looks like a new clock but 
what’s more important is that we 
will not have any heating for 
tonight’s 7.30 pm service. 

This does not usually finish until 
9.30. Does a Churchwarden in these 
sort of situations have to bring 
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Illustration, Graham Jeffrey 
(1989) is reproduced from The 
Churchwarden’s year (Church 
House Publishing, 1989, £1.50) by 
permission of the Central Board of 
Finance of the Church of England. 


blankets and pullovers to issue to the 
congretation? Fortunately it is a 
warm day so we may be alright, I 
hope! 

Monday 30 April 
One of our very enterprising 
members thinks he can mend the 
clock so the church heating should 
function again fairly quickly. I 
realise that a Churchwarden’s fre- 
quent prayer of praise to God is 
“Thank you for clever, practical 
people’’. 

Wednesday 2 May 
Asked one of the previous Wardens 
what are the duties of a Church- 
warden. He is going to lend me his 
copy of the Green Book. Others have 
talked about this book in almost 
reverential terms and I gather it is 
the ‘Bible’ for Churchwardens and 
PCC members. The previous Chur- 
chwarden tells me that he and our 
PCC Secretary used to read sections 
with a glass of port to help in their 
understanding! Sounds a good idea! 


Vicki Hinton of Hughenden 

recently spent a week repairing 
another altar frontal originally 
made by Benjamin Disraeli’s 
niece, Sybil Calverly. The 
church, incidentally, also has an 
altar rail kneeler made by the 
statesman’s sister. In case you 
are wondering how the The 
DOOR comes by such fascinating 
bits of information, it is of 
course from Outlook , 
Hughenden ’s magazine which is 
sent to us faithfully every 
month. Other churches send 
their magazines too and they are 
welcome, useful and always 
read. How else for instance 
could we know that John 
Eastgate, Vicar of Hughenden, 
has developed such a passion for 
watercolour painting that a 
number of his parishioners are 
following in his footsteps and a 
church painting group is in the 
offing. 


DOORstop 

Church magazines are, of 
course, invaluable for this cor- 
ner and Life together produced 
by a group of churches in the 
Grendon Underwood area 
recently quoted the following 
from a Victorian book of eti- 
quette: 

“Eighteen inches are the 
measurement of space allowed 
to each sitter in the churches. In 
some it may be more; in others 
it may be less. Now, if any man 
of extra size should find himself 
in a pew with other persons he 
must in common courtesy keep 
himself as well within the limits 
of 18 inches as the width of his 
shoulders will allow. I have seen 
quite slim young men sprawl far 
beyond the frontier lines. 
Lounging is a habit of the day . ’ 

Gentlemen, are you listening? 


Bizzi Knits 

★ KNITTING AND SEWING MACHINES 

★ SPARES 



* ACCESSORIES 

10% DISCOUNT 


★ REPAIRS 

WITH PURCHASE OF 


ALL YOUR: 

£5 OR MORE 


★ HABERDASHERY 

ON PRODUCTION OF 
THIS ADVERT. 


★ EMBROIDERY 



★ TAPESTRY 


60 NORTH STREET, BICESTER. 

TEL: 0869 253265 


A PERFECT 
GIFT 

PERSONAL PRINTED STATIONERY 
PRINTED IN ONE COLOUR 

Your address and Telephone number Printed 
in Black on Vellum Paper. 

Gift Boxed containing 100 printed letter 
heads, 50 continuous sheets, 50 Matching 
Envelopes. Only £19.95p plus p&p £2.00. 

GENERAL AND COMMERCIAL PRINTERS 
Booklets and Leaflets 

Please send cheque/Postal Order, enclosing 
your address and telephone number to: 

SWIFT PRKYT 

4A Ray Street 

Heanor, Derbyshire DE7 7GE 
Telephone: (0773) 769155 
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MORE 

THAN 

JUST A 

HOLIDAY! 

O n a Martin Brodier 

holiday you'll find lively 
groups of fun r 

loving Christians all having a 
great time! We offer you both 
comfort and style at a price that 
won't break the bank! With 
exciting activities, odd-ball 
cabaret evenings and the chance 
to make lots of friends it's hardly 
surprising more and more people 
are moving up to a Martin Brodier 
holiday each year. . . 

COME WITH US! 

loin our groups of 40-120 people. 

We've no age restrictions and 
everyone is welcome. Experience 
the friendly atmosphere, you can be 
sure you’ll soon feel at home. 

CHRISTIAN 

FELLOWSHIP 

Stimulating teaching and worship. 
Familiar guest speakers. The joy of 
God's Holy Spirit and the excitement 
of sharing in his word together! 

Going on holiday with Martin 
Brodier is like going on holiday in a 
large friendly family! 

VALUE FOR 
MONEY! 

★ Air, Coach & Self-Drive travel 

★ Luxury Accommodation. 4 star 
hotels, fabulous meals & twin rooms 
with ensuite bath/shower/wc 

★ Excellent Skiing. Top resorts, good 
snow conditions and skiing for all 
abilities 

ir Fully inclusive prices. Luxury travel, 
accommodation, ski equipment, tuition 
and SKI PASS. 

- There’s nothing else to pay! 

Welcome to our exciting collection of fun 
packed holidays. Send for your free 
colour brochure now! 



OVER 70 SKIING HOLIDAYS IN FRANCE & AUSTRIA 




Tunisia 

luxury beachside hotel. 


Greek Island Cruising 

relax onboard our Caique 



Be still and 
know that 1 
am God' 



Desert Safari 

The Sahara by coach, camel & jeep 


French Riviera 

camping & mobile homes 


MARTIN BRODIER 




^ROWER/ 


HOLIDAYS 


There’s no better choice! 


send to: MARTIN BRODIER HOLIDAYS, 15 Alfred Road, 
South Norwood, London SE25 5LE. Tel: 081-654 5679 


Please rush me my full colour MARTIN BRODIER 
brochure 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE- 


SKIING 


TUNISIA 


Join our lively groups in France and 
Austria this winter. Travel is by air, lux- 
ury coach and self-drive. Either way 
everyone meets up in the resort. You'll 
stay in three and four star hotel accom- 
modation with all rooms having en- 
suite facilties. Ski pass, ski equipment 
and lessons are all included in the price. 
December 1990 - April 1991 

Prices from £279 


Stay in our beautiful three star hotel set 
right on the beach and surrounded by 
25 acres of beautiful grounds. At its 
heart is a huge swimming pool with 
childrens area and shady terraces 
where all meals are served. Accom- 
modation is in twin rooms with en-suite 
facilities and air conditioning. What 
more can we say? There's satellite TV, 
sauna, steambath, four tennis courts, 
stables, crazy golf and a full animation 
programme by day and different enter- 
tainments each evening. Travel is by air 
from Gatwick. 

May - September 1991 

Prices from £275 


DESERT SAFARI 

If you're the kind of person — perhaps 
best termed an 'adventurer' as oppos- 
ed to a 'holiday maker' who really 
wants to find out about the country 
he's visiting and to discover what life's 
all about in the interior — discomforts 
and all — then this exciting excursion 
is for you. 

The beauty of our Tunisian holiday is 
that if one week is enough for basking 
in the sun then on your second week 
you can be off for an adventure to the 
Sahara. Travel is by air conditioned 
coach, and camel or Land Rover! 
May - September 1991 

Prices from £53 


FRENCH RIVIERA, 
AUSTRIA & GREECE 

Throughout the summer you can also 
enjoy a holiday to the South of France, 
staying in Frame tents and Mobile 
Homes at our three star site on the 
beach near St. Tropez. With prices 
from £ 1 08 for ten days including coach 
travel and self-catering accommoda- 
tion, early booking is essential! 

Our popular holidays cruising the Greek 
Islands and walking in the beautiful 
mountains of Austria are again 
available to those who don't like the 
thought of spending all their time on a 
beach! 


DON'T MISS OUT! 


— Send for your t olour brodwre today! 
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WEAR YOUR 
POPPY 
WITH PRIDE 



REMEMBER, THE BEST WAY TO HONOUR THE DEAD 
IS TO CARE FOR THE LIVING 

REMEMBRANCE DAY NOV. 1 1th 


Royal British Legion 

would like to thank the following sponsors: 
who made this advertisement possible 


UNIVERSAL CARE, Caring 
In The Home, Chester 
House, 9 Windsor End, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks, HP9 
2JJ. Tel: 0494 678811. 
TRACY NURSING HOME, 
24/26 Broughton Road, 
Banbury, Oxon. Tel: 0295 
262530. 

LANGSTON PRIORY, 

Registered Residential & 
Nursing Home, Station 
Road, Kingham, Oxon 0X7 
6YP. Tel: 0608 658233. 
HOLLOWAYS, Furniture & 
Fine Art Auctioneer, 49 
Parsons Street, Banbury, 
Oxon, 0X16 8PF. Tel: 
0295 253197. 
COLOURWAY INTERIORS, 
28 Penyston Road, 
Maidenhead, Berks, SL6 
6EH. Tel: 0628 777245. 


JERSEY LEISURE LTD, 

Jersey Specialists, 55 The 
Concourse, Bletchley, 
Milton Keynes, MK2 2HF. 
Tel: 0908 271727. 

OMNICARE CENTRE, 58B 

High Street, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. Tel: 0296 415003. 

GEOFFREY CHURCH, 

Funeral Directors, 46 
Bishopwood Road, Tadley, 
Berks. Tel: 0734 814420. 

VITALIFE, Better Health 
Service, 26 Mulberry 
Green, Harlow, Essex 
CM 17 OET or call 0279 
425925. 

WARDINGTON HOUSE 
NURSING HOME, for 

Alzheimer Disease. Near 
Banbury, Oxon, 0X17 
1 SD. Tel: 0295 750513. 


RETIREMENT SECURITY 
LTD, Mr Lawrence Klein, 
1 5 Boult Street, Reading, 
Berks, RG1 4RD. Tel: 0734 
844726. 

CLEVELAND CARRIAGES, 

Mr Price, 10 Sycamore 
Way, Hazelmere, Nr High 
Wycombe, Bucks, HP15 
7UD. Tel: 049481 6733. 
MR CATERING, Mr & Mrs 
Ostachini, 20 Greenway, 
Chesham, Bucks. Tel: 
0494 785632. 

BELITA BAPTISMAL 
CANDLES, Grove House, 
Wade House Road, Shelf, 
Halifax, HX3 7PF. Tel: 
0244 316144. 

DIAL ABILITY, Sue Butter- 
worth, Rivermead Centre, 
Abingdon, Oxford. Tel: 
0865 791818. 


MR JIM COLLINS, Ancient 
Order of Foresters, 51 Hill 
Avenue, Amersham, 
Bucks. Tel: 0494 433604. 
BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE, 
18 Cross Street, Reading, 
Berks. Tel: 0734 505227. 
ST LUKE'S NURSING 
HOME, Latimer Road, 
Headington, Oxon, 0X3 
7PF. Tel: 0865 750220. 
BERKSHIRE FUNERAL 
SERVICE, 67 St Mary's 
Road, Maidenhead, Berks, 
SL6 6DP. Tel: 0628 

777899 

BUDGET DIRECT LTD, 

Grove House, Wade House 
Road, Shelf, Halifax, HX3 
7PF. Tel: 0274 678337. 
F. A. DUMONT LTD, High 
Street, Lyminge, 

Folkestone, Kent CT18 
8EL. Tel: (0303) 863193. 


The National Memorial to General Gordon 

GORDON’S SCHOOL 

Founded 1885 

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 

CO-EDUCATIONAL - DAY, WEEKLY and FULL 
BOARDING 

Exceptionally low fee structure 

Providing a sound education and pastoral care in a Christian, 
family environment. 

★ Above average GCSE pass rate 

★ Strong in Humanities, Arts, Technology 

★ Exciting sports and leisure pursuits 

★ Chapel with full-time residential Chaplain 

★ All demoninations welcomed 

★ Confirmation classes 

★ Many Christian activities in school and the wider community 

★ Guidance towards an adult life of respect for oneself and 
concern for others 

★ Semi-military traditions 

Brochure ami video sent on request 

GORDON’S SCHOOL 

WEST END, WOKING, SURREY 
GU24 9PT. 

Tel: (0276) (Chobham) 858084 




Let us help you to 
find the right nursing 
or retirement home. 



GATEWAY 

BUREAU 

Friendly 

Caring 

Service. 

Advice 

Given. 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 4 



All types of clock restoration and 

ipn. 


repair, including dial and case repairs. 



Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 



Carriage and Striking clocks 



Collection and delivery available. 

1 k 


Ickford (0844) 339445 



(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 



Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 

spy 1 1 

r 

Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 

III Iff 


Bucks, HP18 9HY * U 

> "■'jjj", ■ 



The Door, November 1990 17 



An adventure 
in partnership 


THE children of Aylesbury’s 
Southcourt and Walton Court 
estates have got plenty to smile 
about. Plans for their exciting new 
adventure playground are well on 
the way to completion, thanks to 
a three-way partnership between 
local churches, the local communi- 
ty and Aylesbury Vale District 
Council. 

The idea for the playground 
came about after a Family Forum 
meeting was called by the churches 
last year at which one of the 
speakers, Professor Richard Whit- 
field, spoke of the financial and 
social pressures threatening family 
life. 

After the meeting a number of 
representatives from local chur- 
ches, schools and health organisa- 
tions as well as residents from the 
two estates decided they wanted to 
help, and a project committee was 
formed with the Revd Ron Hart, 
Vicar of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, as its chairman. Local 
people were first asked what was 
most needed and as a result it was 
decided that there should be not 
only an adventure playground and 
a play leader, but also an aid and 
advice centre. 


The £70,000 needed for con- 
struction work and salaries for the 
first three years is half-way to be- 
ing raised. BBC’s Children in 
Need fund has contributed £20,000 
over two years, £2,000 has come 
in from local church fund-raising 
events, while the district council 
will contribute £5,000 for the first 
two years. The project is also likely 
to be the first in the Diocese to re- 
ceive support from the Church Ur- 
ban Fund who have promised a 
£5,000 contribution. 

The project’s success also 
depended upon finding a suitable 
location and the District Council’s 
recent decision to give permission 
for a site on the Edinburgh Play- 
ing Field to be used was a major 
hurdle overcome. 

The only problem with the new 
playground is that it is already 
showing signs of being too suc- 
cessful. With more financial help 
there is space for more equipment 
and with additional voluntary help 
it could open on Saturdays. 
Volunteers are also needed to help 
man the Care-a-van during the 
day time. Details from Ron Hart 
on: 0296 24175. 


Pet Transport and 
Courier Service 

An invaluable service for elder- 
ly, invalid or non-driving pet 
owners, I will deliver with care 
and safety to vets, kennels, 
grooming, salon and house 
moves. 

Pauline Child 

NOAH’S ARK. Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 


Residential Care 

Weston-Super-Mare 

Registered for 
9 elderly residents 

All in single rooms, each with own colour TV. Lounge. 
Garden. 24-hour care. Good home cooking. Local clergy 
visit regularly. Long or short stay. Non-smokers only. 
Please write or phone: 

Mr and Mrs Chandler 
0934 621072 
32 Trewartha Park 
Weston-Super-Mare BS23 2RT 


COMPLETE HOME AND 
CAR SECURITY 

VERY SPECIAL OFFER 

£299 inc. VAT 

• 2 DOOR ALARMS (with panic button) 

• 3 WINDOW ALARMS 

• 1 SUPERB CAR ALARM 
ALL VERY EASY TO FIT 

• USER ADJUSTABLE, BATTERY POWERED 

Ring MAGNA SYSTEMS LIMITED 
0993-812256 
or write to: 

MAGNA SYSTEMS LIMITED 
FREEPOST, FLEMING ROAD 
WOODSTOCK, OXFORD, OX7 1 BR 
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Telephone: (0865) 880505 
The complete advertisement guide 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES LEAFLETS 
Advertise your Christmas Services in 
your parish with attractively printed 
leaflets in a variey of design to the col- 
our of your choice. Send for samples and 
price list, enclosing a 9" x 6" s.a.e. to: 
EXPRESS LITHOGRAPHICS 
126 Carshalton Road, Sutton, Surrey, 
SMI 4RL. 081-642 3889 
We can also overprint other firms ' designs 


CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS for singles 
and those now on their own. Social events 
(Oxon, Bucks. Berks) — C.F.F. 
Dept/A 127, Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


IDEAL PRESENT 

BEAUTIFUl BOOK + GUARANTEED 
SOti-TOY. "Quill's Adventures in 
the Great Beyond" and Cuddly 
Quill Hedgehog, £12. 
Feather Books 
Fairview, Old Coppice, 
Shrewsbury SY3 OBW. 


TERRY’S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and 
full board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of 
glorious garden, wonderful 
views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£150 per double 

If interested please contact: 
Miss Warner 
0273 492821 


P. L. BARRETT H. J. KNAPP 

81 Ock Street 2-4 Church Street 

ABINGDON WANTAGE 

Tel: Abingdon 20808 Tel: Wantage 775502 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE-PAYMENT SCHEME 


AUDIO CASSETTE 
DUPLICATION 

Recording, Editing, Production with 
care, in real time. 

Bucks Audio Cassettes 
Beaconsfield 
(0494) 675900 


ROBIN J 
WINN 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Rebuilding and Restoration Work, 
Tuning and Maintenance. 
Estimates submitted free and 
without obligation. 

Restored Secondhand Organs 
available. 

TEL: BATH 339484 


PRO-PLUMB 


Professional central heating and plumbing 

NEW HEATING SYSTEMS INSTALLED. OLD SYSTEMS 
OVERHAULED, COMPLETE BATHROOM SUITES 
INSTALLED (including tiling), BOILERS SERVICED AND 
GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE, etc. 

Over 60 years trade experience. Member of the N.A.P.H.E. 


Telephone: Reading 477408 


♦ + Budget 

DiREC i 



1 ’^VPHIlLPMAMSEiL 

(NAmTIOS 

IVE^rMEfyT DESIGHS 

ORIGINAL embroidery - 
ARTIST DESIGNED 
VESTMENTS, FRONTALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 
Photographs and details from: 
St Deny’s bookshop. 235 237. 
Manchester Com Exchange. 
Hanging Ditch. M4 3BP 
Tel: 061 8351069 (home: 0942 
813280) 






CALI US NOW ON FREEPHONE 

0800 282814 

OR WRITE FOR CATALOGUE TO 
BUDGET DIRECT LTD, FREEPOST, 
DEPT 750. WEST WICKHAM, 

KENT BR4 ONJ 


fILOFAX 

•'direct 


Send for free product booklet 
including DESKFAX and the new 
Pocket Organiser 
or phone (24 hours) 
0458-72438 

We maintain a complete stock of 
wallets, fills and accessories and 
operate an 

EXPRES S BY-RETURN S ERVICE 

1991 DIA RIES NOW AV AILABLE 

Filofax Direct Stationery 
House, 1 Market Place 
Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7NB 


FREE STANDARD FILL 
WORTH £18.50 WITH EACH 
WINCHESTER ORGANISER 


LIFE of JESUS 

WILLIAM HOLE S PICTURES 
60M. COMMENTARY BY 
Fr. R BULBECK S J 
£10 POST FREE 
PAYMENT WITH ORDER TO 
VAL FULLER. 163 BROADWAY. 
DIDCOT, OXON 


THE ROYAL ARMY 
CHAPLAINS' DEPARTMENT 

Anglican Priests are offered a unique 
opportunity to exercise their ministry 
amongst young, fit and dedicated 
service men and women, and their 
families in the Regular Army. 
Successful applicants, who will have 
been in Holy Orders for at least three 
years, will initially be offered a three 
year Short Service Commission with 
the option of extension of service and 
conversion to a Regular Commission. 
Chaplains exercise their ministry in the 
Army under licence of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

Enquiries should be addressed in the 
first instance to: 

The Deputy Chaplain General 
Ministry of Defence 
Chaplains (Army) 
Bagshot Park, BAGSHOT 
Surrey GUI 9 5PL 
Telephone: 

(0276) 71717 Extn: 2832 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER. 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



’ffm 


For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 


LETTERS 

( Continued from Page 9) 


A hearty 
‘thankyou’ 


MAY we, make two observations on the 
recently completed General Synod elec- 
tions? First, on behalf of all the can- 
didates, a hearty thank you to Frank 
Robson, Mary Saunders and their staff 
who helped to organise the election. We 
know that this was a heavy burden for 
them to take on in addition to all their 
other duties, and want to place on record 
our appreciation of the helpful and effi- 
cient way in which it was all done. Thank 
you too to those who organised and 
chaired the hustings for us; and to those 
who made their halls/churches available 
and in several cases provided welcome 
refreshments. 

Secondly, while the experience is still 
fresh in our minds, I would be grateful 
for any comments readers of The DOOR 
may have on the process from the point 
of view of the electors: For example, did 
the hustings help? Were they in the right 
places and at the right times? Are there 
other (inexpensive) ways in which the 
process might be improved? 

If comments and suggestions could be 
sent to us, I will endeavour to ensure they 
are taken into account when the 1995 
elections are being planned. 

Philip Giddings, Chairman of 
the House of Laity , 
Martin Peirce , Chairman of 
the House of Clergy 
Oxford Diocesan Synod 

Any comments or suggestions should be 
sent to: Philip Giddings, 5 Clifton Park 
Road, Caversham, Reading RG4 7PD. 


Do other readers of The DOOR share 
my concern that membership of the local 
Anglican church should be open to all 
true believers in Christ regardless of 
denominational background? Would 
anyone be prepared to present a motion 
on the issue at the appropriate level of 
synodical government? 

Theresa Reynolds 
Marston, Oxford 


Synod and 
non-Anglicans 

IN HIS article about the General Synod 
in the September DOOR, James Cobban 
refers to the momentous reform which 
made it possible for “all members in 
good standing of other trinitarian chur- 
ches” to take Communion in Anglican 
churches. I have reason to be gratehil for 
that reform, because it enabled me to 
share fully in the worship of my local 
Anglican church despite the fact that I 
was baptised in a Baptist church in Paris 
(my husband is an Anglican and we see 
it as a vital part of our marriage to pray, 
worship and work together for Christ’s 
kingdom). 

However, is it not now time, in these 
days of growing co-operation between the 
Christian churches, to change the rules 
which make it impossible for me as a 
non-Anglican to be on the electoral role 
of the Anglican church in which I have 
been involved for years? After all, the Bi- 
ble makes it clear that faith in Christ is 
vital for eternal life (not belonging to any 
particular denomination) and in the creed 
we affirm our belief in one baptism. Is 
it not inconsistent that I may take Com- 
munion, join a housegroup, help to lead 
our youth fellowship but may not vote 
when it comes to the AGM? 

Our PCC is unhappy about the present 
situation, but understandably feels oblig- 
ed to fall in line with the directives of the 
Church hierarchy. When they forward- 
ed a motion on the issue to our deanery 
synod, it was thrown out by churchmen 
who argued that Anglicans would never 
be allowed to take an active role in the 
decision-making of other Churches 
(which is simply untrue because, for ex- 
ample, most Baptist churches now have 
open membership) and who seemed 
frightened of a possible non-Anglican 
“takeover”! 


Clarifying the 
situation 

I AM*grateful to Mrs Reynolds for the 
opportunity to clarify the situation. Under 
the new Church Representation Rules 
passed through General Synod and issued 
in 1985, a member of another church may 
have their name put on the electoral roll, 
provided they are baptised and reside in 
the parish, and that they are willing and 
able to state that they are members of the 
Church of England. In most cases, it is 
assumed that they will want to identify 
themselves fully with the life of the parish 
church, but, at the same time, they will 
not be asked to give up their existing 
membership of their own church. 

Under the 1985 Rules non- Anglicans 
may be elected to PCCs. They need to 
be members of good standing in their own 
church, and habitual worshippers and 
communicants at the parish church. Their 
nomination requires the prior permission 
of the diocesan bishop. The total of non- 
Anglicans allowed to serve on the PCC 
is one-third of the total. 

Under new rules issued in 1989, non- 
Anglicans may also serve on deanery 
synods, if they are already PCC members 
(but they may not vote in elections to 
Diocesan and General Synods). Non- 
Anglican members of LEPs may also 
stand for election to deanery synods. 

I hope this puts the record straight, and 
will give encouragement to non- 
Anglicans like Mrs Reynolds who wish 
to play a fuller part in the life of their 
local parish church. 

The Revd Tony Moore 
Diocesan Ecumenical Officer 
for the Oxford Archdeaconry 


Voting for 
Synod 

THE article in the July edition of The 
DOOR “Voting for your Synod”, 
reminded me of the letter from 
Christopher Wallworth in the February 
edition, which pointed out that the laity 
in general have no part in electing those 
who claim to speak on their behalf — to 
which I agree. 

Your article suggests that the laity will 
elect those who are to represent them; yet 
I do not have a vote. So the Deanery 
Synod will do it for me! How will I 
know? Will we, the ordinary members, 
get to know who the candidates are or 
even who is successfully elected? I doubt 
it as it was not the case last time, and lit- 
tle or nothing is ever reported back. 

The article also claims that the system 
of proportional representation used is a 
very accurate representation of feeling. 
How can it be when most members of a 
Deanery Synod get there uncontested and 
some are even co-opted. » 

The General Synod seems to me, right- 
ly or wrongly, like a cosy Club. It should 
start to reform itself by allowing every 
member a vote. 

R. J. Weston 
Aston Clinton 
Bucks 


The needs of the 
"whole child" 


EDUCATION is not primarily 
about ‘mountains of paper’, the 
National Curriculum, assess- 
ment and testing, but about the 
particular needs of the individual 
child, wrote Mrs Rosemary 
Peacocke, Chairman of the Ox- 
ford Diocesan Council of 
Education (Schools), in a letter 
to every Church school head 
teacher in the Diocese at the start 
of the new school year. 

In her letter, Mrs Peacocke 
also said that she was concern- 
ed that subjects such as art, 
music and drama should not be 
neglected. “The spiritual 
development of the child does 
not only or necessarily take 
place in explicit RE, but often 
through the medium of the im- 
agination in creative activity or 
in the appreciation of beauty’’ 
she said. 

“Let us not forget the needs 
of the whole child in the fren- 
zied activity of administration’’ 
concluded Mrs Peacocke. 


4^ 


Notice. 

Board 



Two new Church schools have 
opened in the Diocese this term. 
At Winslow, a first school and 
a middle school have been 
merged to form a Combined 
Church of England (Controlled) 
School. Currently the school is 
on a split site but will move ear- 
ly next year to a permanent 
refurbished home in the former 
middle school. 

Meanwhile, in North Oxford, 
Bishop Kirk CE Middle School 
and Summertown County Mid- 


dle School have come together 
to form Frideswide Church of 
England (Aided) Middle School. 
They too are temporarily occu- 
pying two separate buildings but 
will eventually move to a school 
on the site originally occupied 
by Summertown Middle School 
and St Gregory’s Roman 
Catholic Middle School. 


When St Swithin’s School, Ken- 
nington celebrated their 
centenary in September the 
world, it . seemed, was 
celebrating with them. Not on- 
ly was the Abingdon Air Show 
in full swing just down the road, 
but so too was an armada of 
Spitfires, Red Arrows etc on 
their way from the Battle of Bri- 
tain flypast in London. 


Well done, Shenington 



THE children of Shenington Church of England (Aided) School 
near Banbury are clearly an enterprising lot. In the first place 
a group of them (pictured above) have received a Highly Com- 
mended award for their entries in a ‘Design a litter bin’ com- 
petition run by Oxfordshire County Council Education 
Department. 

Proud as she is of that achievement, however, their head- 
mistress Mrs Shirley Hartlett has just told us of an even finer 
one. After hearing talk about the Romanian orphans at their 
recent harvest service, the whole school was so inspired that 
they collected £150 for the Appeal in less than two weeks. 

“I had nothing to do with it at all,” Mrs Hartlett said. 


&obtn Stance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


A B 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours 
Service, Private Hire Cars 
Also available: 
MONUMENTAL MASON 
Personal, caring service 
67 St Mark's Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 



THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Wishes to appoint a 

PERSONA^ 
SECRETARY 

Full-time to the Financial Controller/Company Secretary. 
This appointment is within the Finance Department and requires word 
processing, secretarial and organisation skills. 

Salary range £7,834-£9,598 with a local pay addition (currently 

£ 1 , 000 ). 

Please ring or write to: 

Mrs Elaine Bowman, Personnel Administrator, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB, telephone (0865) 
244566 for a job description/application form. 



LAND HERITAGE is actively acquiring farms for 
others to farm organically as tenants. The Trust 
already owns three farms and urgently needs 
funds to buy more and also prevent other ex- 
isting organic farms from being lost. Help us to 
restore Britain's farmland to organic husbandry. 
Please write for information or send a donation 
to: 

The Chairman, Land Heritage, 
Wellington, Somerset 
or phone 0823 667764 

Registered Charity No. 326426 

Name 

Address 
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The DOOR opens on 


St Matthew's, Grandpont, Oxford 


A community full of Chri stians 



BY no stretch of the imagination 
could you call St Matthew’s a 
beautiftil church. It is boxy, 
plain, and so hidden by a high 
wall in front and Oxford City’s 
football ground alongside that 
it’s quite easy to miss it 
altogether. Yet, recently, a 
woman took a taxi to her new 
lodgings by the church, and ask- 
ed the driver: “What’s the area 
like?’’ only to receive the unex- 
pected answer: “It’s full of 
Asians and Christians’’. 

Situated in an area known as 
Grandpont, after the massive 
bridge built by Robert D’Oilly, 
Oxfords’ first Norman gover- 
nor, St Matthew’s celebrates its 
centenary this year. It was 
founded after Canon Alfred 
Christopher, Rector of St 
Aldate’s Church just half a mile 
up the road, decided that God 
wanted him to build a church on 
the other side of the bridge. 

Up and coming 

The new church was made 
necessary by the rapid develop- 
ment around Oxford’s first 
railway station, which opened in 
1844 in what is now 
Marlborough Road. The station 
closed long ago and Grandpont 
is now one of those areas estate 
agents love to describe as ‘up 
and coming’. However, it has 
remained a close-knit communi- 
ty — an urban village of terrac- 
ed houses, corner shops and 
comer pubs bounded on one side 
by the Abingdon road, the main 
road from the south into the ci- 
ty centre, and on two sides by 
the river. 

A number of Asians are clear- 
ly visible, attracted originally, 
no doubt, by South Oxford’s 
less expensive housing and the 
comunity life. But where are the 
Christians, and how could the 
cabbie have known about them? 
They are, of course, to be found 
in large numbers in St Mat- 
thew’s on Sunday mornings 
because depressing as the church 
looks from the outside, it is far 


from depressing within. There 
are also Christians to be found 
Sally team made up almost en- 
tirely of church members, has 
moved up two divisions in the 
league this year. 

They are on a nearby sport- 
sfield on Tuesday evenings, the 
Vicar, John Samways, captain 
of the successful Oxford 
Diocesan cricket team, and An- 
drew Wingfield Digby, Direc- 
tor of Christians in Sport, run a 
sports club for young people. 
And on September 23, they 
were to be found in the streets 
running a 100th birthday party 
for local residents. 

For St Matthew’s is a church 
which looks outwards to the 
community. John Samways calls 
it relational evangelism. “What 
we are seeking to do is to build 
up good relationships at every 
level of the community, and 
within the relationships to share 
our faith. We have much to 
learn but the opportunities are 
many and varied.,*’ he says. 

For the church it means get- 
ting involved in discussions over 
the future use of the now- 
disused football ground and all 
that its development could mean 
for the community and the 
church. It also means being 
available at the Thursday ‘Drop- 
in’, when coffee and sandwiches 
are served free to all who come 
— whether they be church 
members, mothers with young 
children or lonely or 
unemployed people. “It’s been 
a way in for some folk. It may 
be their first contact with the 
church family after a long time, 
or perhaps the first ever.’’ 

Home groups 

One key to St Matthew’s 
‘relational evangelism’ is its 
Home Groups. They are a focus 
not only for prayer and teaching, 
but also for practical involve- 
ment in the life of the church and 
its outreach into the communi- 
ty. For instance they take it in 



The Revd John Samways (centre) and friends celebrate one hundred years of St Matthews 
with a street party on September 23. 


turns to support the Aunt Sally 
team at the Folly Pub. Each 
month a different group leads a 
service, and every Sunday one 
or other group is responsible for 
‘welcoming’ — providing a hun- 
dred different people with an 
‘awareriess of the importance of 
a welcome’ in any eight week 
period. 

Sense of acceptance 

For the visitor, the sense of 
welcome and acceptance is im- 
mediate not only in church but 
at the Newcomers and Enquirers 
Group evenings. Whether you 
are an academic who has just 
moved into the area, an elderly 
resident who has known the 
church for many of its 100 
years, or an unemployed 
youngster wanting somewhere 
warm to sit for an hour or so, 
it is the same for everyone. 
Philip Daley, the part-time 
parish worker and his wife Anne 
used to run a retreat house at 
Stanton St John before moving 
to Grandpont, and they have 
noticed it too. “There is no ex- 
pectation here beyond what they 
are able to give. I really feel that 
as a result this church has a 


special ministry to lonely and 
hurt folk,** Ann Daley says. 

A lively ‘That reminds me’ 
evening organised for the 
centenary year as part of a Reu- 
nion Weekend brought back 
dozens of former church 
members to reminisce about the 
life of St Matthew’s in relation 
to worlds events. Youth work 
encompasses all ages, and in- 
cludes the city’s only Boys and 
Girls Brigade groups. There is 
a new Sunday Teenage 
Breakfast Club, the prospect of 
a mid-week youth club and a. 
20-minute family service every 
Sunday before the morning ser- 
vice which allows parents and 
children to worship together. In 
addition, a spectrum of music 
and forms of worship from the 
traditional to modern choruses 
and Taize chants caters for all 
temperaments and tastes. There 
are also the beginnings of links 
with the Asian community. 

New challenge 

It is all a far cry from the time 
15 years ago when the congrega- 
tion was reduced to a handful, 
and the church was almost clos- 
ed. John Samways says that 
though numbers began to in- 


crease at the end of the seven- 
ties, people such as the 
Women’s Fellowship members 
had been praying for the church 
for years, “and now we are 
reaping what they sowed’’. 

Growth, however, brings its 
own challenge. One of the 
reasons people choose to wor- 
ship at St Matthew’s is its sense 
of being a community within a 
community, and it would be sad 
to lose that. “You can’t know 
175 people as well as fifty . As 
the numbers grow the relational 
links can suffer and we are 
struggling with that at the mo- 
ment,’’ John Samways says. 

The odd thing is that St Mat- 
thew’s doesn’t look in the least 
like a ‘high profile’ church, and 
in many ways it isn’t. Despite its 
growing numbers and firm posi- 
tion in the life of the communi- 
ty, it is a humble church, 
unassuming, loving and, above 
all, caring. “There is a great 
emphasis upon our relationship 
with Jesus here. We are pointing 
away from ourselves to Him. 
That is the only valid thing for 
a Church to do.’’ Anne Daley 
says. 

So the taxi driver was right, 
after all. 

Christine Zwart 


CHURCH: Built in 1890 on a 
site given by Brasenose College, 
St Matthew’s was built by Canon 
Christopher, Rector of St 
Aldate’s Church. Early this cen- 
tury it became an independent 
parish. After a threat of closure 
in 1976 it was reunited into one 
parish with St Aldate’s (1982). 
It is evangelical, but not ex- 
clusively so. 

CLERGY: The Revd John Sam- 
ways. NSM: Tim Gedye. 

LAY READER: Tim Dakin. 
PARISH WORKER: Philip 
Daley. Works three days a 
week: administration, some 
verger’s duties. “Just being 
available’’ and with his wife in 
some counselling. 

ASSISTANT LAY TRAINEE: 
Emma Brining. 

CHURCH WARDENS: Nigel 
Fulford, Ken Crozier. 
SUNDAY SERVICE: 8am - 
Holy Communion (2nd and 4th), 
10am — Family Service, 
10.30am — Morning Service 
(Holy Communion 1st, 3rd, 
5th), 6.30pm — Evening Service 
(1st). 

WEEKDAY SERVICE: 
Thursdays, 10.30am — Holy 
Communion/Morning Prayer. 
PRAYER BOOKS: ASB, 1662 
Prayer Book. 

HYMN BOOKS: Songs and 
Hymns of Fellowship , Anglican 
Hymn Book, Psalm Praise. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Meets 
each Sunday at 10.30am in peo- 
ple’s homes. Thirty children 
aged 3-14 and a pool of ten 
teachers. 9am weekly family ser- 
vice before main service. 
YOUTH CLUB: Starting this 
autumn. There is already a Sun- 
day 9am Teenage Breakfast Club 
and SPASM, a Tuesday evening 
sports club. 

PARISH MAGAZINE: Com- 
munity newspaper Bridges 
published at festival times. 
LINK WITH URBAN 
CHURCH: “We are one! Four 
out of the six indices of an Ur- 
ban Priority Area church are 
present in this parish.’’ 
MISSIONARY LINKS: Ac- 
tively exploring possible East 
Europe/ Africa links. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: Eight 
weekly fellowship groups are 
central to the life of the church. 
They are responsible for all 
sidespersons’ roles (eg welcom- 
ing, coffee etc). Also, Woman’s 
Fellowship with 30 members, 
Girls and Boys Brigade, Satur- 
day morning Prayer Meetings 
and Thursday Lunch Drop-in. 
Also, Aunt Sally team and more 
diffuse activities: open homes, 
encouragement of hospitality. 
The Centenary Year has also in- 
cluded a number of extra events. 



DEVOIMtsouTH) 

Bring your family to stay on our farm, 
where you’ll find a warm, Christian 
welcome — and the kettle boiling! 
Glorious views over River Teign, within 
easy reach of Dartmoor/Torbay/Exeter. 
Fishing, Boating, Beaches within a 
mile. Games Room, with Snooker 
Table, Table Tennis, Darts. 
Bed/Breakfast with Evening Meal, with 
Good Home Cooking. 

Some rooms en-suite. Family and 
single accommodation. 

Brochure on request 
Mrs Gwyneth Pengelly 
Teignharvey Park 
Combe-in-Teignhead 
Nr. Newton Abbot TQ12 4RS 
’Phone Shaldon (0626) 872796 


CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING 

Looks little 
Costs little 

WORKS BIG! 

TEL: OXFORD 880505 
Ext 2140 or 2139 


NORTH NORFOLK 

Self Catering 

2 + 3 bedroomed cottages on farm, adapted 
for disabled use. Available October onwards, 
10% reduction for OAPs. 

Bookings taken NOW for October onwards. 

Telephone: 026387 347 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS H0USEPARTY 

Four days of sumptuous food and pleasant family atmosphere. 

• Residential License • Colour TV/Satellite • Tea/Coffee all 
rooms • Some rooms en-suite. From £13 daily. 

• Beautiful peaceful surroundings. Open all year. 
SPECIAL OFFER 1990 — 4 days for the price of 3 £39 B&B 
Full English breakfast, evening meal if required. Open all year. 

Earlham Lodge Hotel 

Bournemouth (0202) 761943 

Proprietors: Harry and Mary Haines 
Access/Barclaycard welcomed 


COTSWOLDS 

Whether you are planning an outing or holi^ 
day, we can help you. Only 4 miles from 
Bourton-on-the- Water yet in quiet village. 
Lunches or tea for coach parties. Easy 
parking. Also B&B + EM. Three day 
bargain breaks until Easter. 

Tony & Hazel Gibson, Cotswold 
View Guesthouse, Nether 
Westcote, Kingham, OX7 6SD. 
Tel: Shipton-under-Wychwood 
830699 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


TRAVEL IN MIND? 

Why pay more than you need to?: 

CROSS TRAVEL specialise in discount flights worldwide. 
Examples of our Current Moneysaver Fares: 


New York 

£185 

Los Angeles 

£325 

Tel Aviv 

£225 

Frankfurt 

£65 

Singapore 

£460 

Tokyo 

£640 

Perth 

£710 

Round the World 

£900 


All scheduled flights, round trip from London 
For availability and quotes for other destinations: 

r-^-s 


BANBURY (0295) 275661 


rHighlands-JERSEY 


"for the best in Christian hospitality . 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool 


★ Families welcomed 

★ Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Fully inclusive travel arranged 


HIGHLANDS HOTEL- Corbiere- St.Brelade- 
Jersey JE3 8HN Channel Islands • Tel (0534)44288 
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NOVEMBER 

Thurs 1, MILTON KEYNES. Design- 
ing a City Church: An Architect's 
Dream'. A talk by Ian Smith, Director 
of Planning Design Development Ltd. 
One of a series to mark the building of 
the new City Church. 1.10pm at the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone. Snacks 
available. Details: 0908 663291. 

Sat 3, MARLOW. All Saints Fair. 
I0am-4pm. Church Hall. The Causeway. 
Cakes, jams, antiques, children’s clothes, 
tombola, refreshments, etc. 

Sat 3, LONDON. ‘The Promise of his 
Glory'. An opportunity to explore with 
an experienced team how the latest 
publication from the Liturgical Commis- 
sion can be used in an ordinary parish. 
I0.30am-4pm St Martin’s in the Fields, 
Trafalgar Square. £3.50 bring sand- 
wiches. Details & booking form: 
PRAXIS, 19 Maunsel Street, 
Westminster, London SW1 2QN. 

Sat 3, STOKENCHURCH. The Sup 
per Ball’ with 30s-to-80s Band featuring 
Pauline Evans. Longburrow hall. 
8pm-l 1.45pm. £3.50 inc supper. For 
Church Extension Fund. Details: S. 
Lockett 0494 482383. 

Sat 3, READING. Men Only’ prayer 
breakfast on the theme of ‘The Arrow of 
God’. 8.15am St Paul’s Hall, Whitley 
Wood Lane. Details and bookings: Fred 
Attwood 0734 876177. 

Sat 3-Thurs 15, OXFORD, in Situ’ an 
exhibition of contemporary lettering and 
stone carving by Fiona and Alec Peever. 
Weekends 2 -5pm, weekdays 12-2pm. St 
Giles Church. Free. Details: Margaret 
Williamson 08675 2498 or Carolyn 
Llewellyn 0865 53144. 

Mon 5, OXFORD. John Lowden, Art 
Historian, Courtauld Institute on “Chris- 
tianity in Medieval Art”. 8pm at the Old 
Library, University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin. Details: 0865 243806 
(mornings). 

Tues 6, OXFORD CMS. Coffee morn- 
ing. Miss Enid Elsdon on ‘Uganda 
revisted’. St Andrew’s Church, Linton 
Road, 10.30am-12 noon. Details: 
Margaret Williamson 08675 2498. 

Wed 7, WALLINGFORD. For stained 
glass enthusiasts, a talk on ‘The Life & 
Work of the late John Hutton’, by his 
widow. Mrs Marigold Hutton. 8pm St 
Mary’s Church. Details: A. Barr-Taylor 
Wallingford 36153. 

Wed 7, READING. St Mark’s. Cran 
bury Road, 7.45pm. Requiem Mass sung 
by Schola Cantoris Trinitas. Palestrina. 
Offered for the departed souls of priests 
and people of the parish at the end of the 
Centenary Year. 

Thurs 8, MILTON KEYNES. Building 
the City Church: Highlights of the Pro- 
gramme’. A talk by Tony Norman, Man- 
aging Director, Marriott Ltd to mark the 
building of the new City Church. 1 . 10pm 
at the Church of Christ the Cornerstone. 
Snacks available. Details: 0908 663291 . 
Fri 9, HIGH WYCOMBE. An evening 
with Ian White, the Scottish singer- 
songwriter famous for his settings of the 
Psalms. Organised by Chiltern Christian 
Training Programme. 8pm St Andrews 
Church. Hatters Lane. Free. Details: 
Shirley A. Benson, High Wycombe 
21605. 

Sat 10, OXFORD. St Theosevia Centre 
for Christian Spirituality. Study day on 
Hildegard oTBingen’. Main speakers: 
Oliver Davies and Fiona Bowles. 
10.30am-4pm at the Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies, SS Philip and James 
Church, Woodstock Rd. 

Sun II, OVING, nr Whitchurch. Chair 
of the Torch Trust for the Blind. All 
Saints Church 6pm. Details: Mrs F. 
Barff, Church Cottage. Oving, 
Aylesbury. 

Mon 12, OXFORD. John Bowden, 


WHAT'S ON 


Who’s Who in the Diocese 


Theologian and Editor of the SCM Press: 
‘Does Music Mean Anything?’ 8pm at 
the Old Library, University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin. Details: 0865 243806 
(mornings). 

Tues 13, BURCHETTS GREEN, 
Berks. A half-day conference on Faith in 
the Countryside, the new Church of 
England report. Chairman: The Bishop 
of Reading. Speakers: Revd Jeremy Mar- 
tineau, Archbishop’s Rural Officer; 
Trevor Cherrett, Director, Sussex Rural 
Community Council; Gwyn Jones, 
Chairman, Community Council for 
Berkshire. £3 plus £2.50 for optional buf- 
fet lunch. Details: Community Council 
for Berkshire, Epping House, 55 Russell 
St, Reading RG1 7XG, 0734 566556. 
Thurs 15, MILTON KEYNES: The 
Art of the City Church: Speaking to the 
Future’. A talk by David Wright, Direc- 
tor of the City Gallery Arts Trust to mark 
the building of the new City Church. 
1.10pm Church of Christ the Cor- 
nerstone. Snacks available. Details: 0908 
663291. 

Fri 16, MARLOW. All Saints. Big Band 
concert. Hear golden oldies played by Sid 
Busby and friends, 8pm. Court Garden, 
Marlow, £4. Details: John Miller 0628 
485893. 

Fri 16, OXFORD. The Messiah at the 
Sheldonian Theatre, 7.45pm in aid of The 
Gatehouse Project for Homeless People. 
Advance enquiries and booking 0865 
730834. Tickets from St Clement’s and 
St Ebbe’s Christian bookshops, Oxford. 
Sat 17, HIGH WYCOMBE. Choral 
Society Concert programme includes 
Poulenc, Faure, Borodin and Tchaikov- 
sky, £5 & £6 at All Saints Church, High 
Wvcombe. Details: Rev’d Robert Jenn- 
ings 0494 881913. 

Sat 17, READING. Christmas Fay re, 
llam-3pm. St Agnes, Northumberland 
Avenue. Details: 0734 874448. 

Sat 17, STOKENCHURCH. Melodic 
Minors. A concert by Stokenchurch 
young musicians. Parish Church at 
7.30pm. £2.50 inc refreshments. Details: 
S. Lockett 0494 482383. 

Sat 17, OXFORD. A morning workshop 
on Referrals led by Jenny Ruddick. 
Organised by FOCUS (a Christian 
federation of counselling and caring in 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon). 10am-2 JOpm. 
FOCUS AGM from 2.30pm-4pm. 
Westminster College, North Hinksey. 
Details: Sheila Stephen 0734 575120 or 
Doris Swinbank 0628 36469. 

Sat 17, COOKHAM-ON-THAMES. 
Autumn bazaar at the Parish Centre. 
2.30pm. Details: J. Cawthorne 0628 
484118. 

Sat 17-Thurs 29, OXFORD. Fruits of 
Creation, an exhibition of paintings & 
sculptures concerned with stewardship of 
the environment by Stephen B. Cox. St 
Giles Church. Free. Details: Margaret 
Williamson 08675 2498 or Carolyn 
Llewelyn 0865 53144. 

Sun 18, OXFORD. Artist/sculptor 
Stephen B. Cox talks about his exhibition. 
3pm, St Giles Church. Silver collection 
lor church appeal. Details: Margaret 
Williamson 08675 2498. 

Mon 19, OXFORD. Lecture recital by 
international cellist Paul Tortelier. 8pm 
University Church of St Mary the Virgin. 
Details: 0865 243806 (mornings). 

Wed 21, WANTAGE. Healing Service 
at Parish Church of SS Peter & Paul. 
8pm. Eucharist with laying on of hands. 
Details: 02357 2829. 

Sat 23-Sun 24. HITCHAM. St Mary’s 
Pantomime: Little Jack Horner, Haymill 
Centre, Burnham. 7.30pm. Tickets at the 
door. 

Fri 23, WHITE WALTHAM. St 


Mary’s, 7.30pm. A Celebration evening 
with Songs of Praise, prayers, guest 
speakers and live bands. All are 
welcome. 

Sat 24, READING. Corrymeela Com- 
munity Silver Jubilee Concert. Brian Kay 
on the oboe and friends. St Matthews 
Church, Southcote Lane 7.30pm. £5 in 
advance, £5.50 on the door inc glass of 
mulled wine and mince pie. Details: Cor- 
rymeela Link, PO Box 118, Reading, 
RGI 1SL. 0734 589800. 

Mon 26, OXFORD. The Diocesan Faith 
& Environment Group invites all Chris- 
tians, ecologists, conservationists and en- 
vironmentalists to an open meeting to 
explore ways forward to a greater 
understanding of the issue: “Where Do 
1 as a Christian stand in the environmen- 
tal crisis.” . 7.30pm at Hill end, Eynsham 
Rd (B4044), Farmoor. Details: Jacquie 
Fynn 0865 863510. 

Tues 27, LONDON. Liturgy & Liber- 
ty’ John Leach author of the book of this 
title looks at how charismatic worship and 
liturgical form can belong together. 
llam-3pm St Paul’s Onslow Square. 
£4.50 bring sandwiches. Details and 
bookings: PRAXIS 19 Maunsel St, Lon- 
don SW1 2QN. 

Thurs 29, MAIDENHEAD. Margaret 
Hyde speaks on Healthy Eating. Lunch 
at 1pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. £1 
adults, 50p children. Creche. Details: Jill 
Palfrey, Bourne End 22456. 

DECEMBER 

Sat 1, READING. ‘Spiritual Warfare’: 
a day in the ministry and teaching led by 
Don Brewin. 10am-6pm at St Agnes 
Church, Northumberland Ave. Details: 
0734 874448. 

Sat 1, COOKHAM DEAN. PCC Barn 
Dance. Village Hall at 8pm. Band and 
caller. £5 inc supper (£3.50 under 17). 
for charity. Details: E. Dixon 0628 
27113. 

Sat 1. OXFORD. Candlelight Vigil for 


World Aids Day at Martyrs Memorial, 
St Giles’, 5.30pm organised by Oxaids 
and supported by local churches. Also an 
act of remembrance at 7pm for those lost 
to Aids. 

Sat 1, OXFORD. St Theosevia Centre 
for Christian Spirituality. Study day on 
‘Violence and Non-Violence, Public and 
Domestic’ What does Christian spirituali- 
ty have to say in this situation and what 
is the contribution of modem psychiatry? 
Main speakers: Wendy Robinson and Bill 
Allchin. I030am-4pm Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies, SS Philip and James 
Church, Woodstock Road. 

Sun 2, COOKHAM-ON-THAMES. 
Christingle in Church followed by tea in 
the Parish Centre. 4.30pm. Advent carols 
and readings from 6.30pm. Details: J. 
Cawthorne 0628 484118. 

Wed 5, OXFORD. A service of light 
with music and readings for Advent. St 
Mary Magdalen’s at 8pm. 

Thurs 6, BANBURY. Healing Service 
7.30pm at St Paul’s Church, Warwick 
Road. Details: Revd Dr David Thomson 
0295 264003. 

Thurs 6, OXFORD. Families and Under 
Fives: a training day organised by the 
Church Pastoral Aid Society. Speaker: 
Judith Wigley author of a new book 
‘Fives and their Families’. 7.30pm St 
Clements Family Centre. £2.50. Details: 
Mrs Wendy Slaymaker 0865 60308. 
Fri 7, MILTON KEYNES. An evening 
with Garth Hewitt and Stewart Hender- 
son. 8pm Christian Centre. Oldbrook, 
£3.50. Details. Mr J. Foakes 0908 
510698. 

Fri, Sat 7 & 8, COOKHAM-ON- 
THAMES. ‘A Christmas Carol’ by 
Chiltern Shakespeare Players. Holy 
Trinity Church 7.30pm. For Church 
Restoration Fund. Details: J. Cawthorne 
0628 484118. 

Sat 8, READING: A Day of Prayer to 
prepare for the Decade of Evangelism. 
Keynote address by Bishop John. 
10am-5pm at Grey friars Church, Friar 
Street. 

Sun 9, COOKHAM-ON-THAMES. 


The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Ri Revd Richard Harries, 
Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
ONB. Tel: Oxford (0865) 
244566 

AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: The 
Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
Bishop of Buckingham, 
Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks, 

HPI6 9BD. Tel: 024 062173. 
Archdeacon: The Ven John 
Morrison, 60 Wendover 
Road, Aylesbury, Bucks, 

HP2I 9LW. Tel: 0296 23269. 


Carols and readings followed by ‘Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolour Raincoat’. 
Collection for Children’s Society. Holy 
Trinity Church 6.30pm. Details: J. 
Cawthorne 0628 484118. 

Wed 12, PORTSMOUTH. A Quiet Day 
for Advent. Catherington House. £7. 
Details: Cathy Norman 0705 593251. 
Thurs 13-Sun 16, ALDERMASTON. 
York Nativity Play. 34th consecutive 
year. Weekdays 8pm. Weekends 7pm. 
Free. Details: P. W. Dolphin, Kennett, 
Church Road. Aldermaston RG7 4LR. 
SAE please. 

Sat 22, READING. ‘Christmas Unwrap- 
ped’ a day of outreach in South Reading. 
Details: 0734 874448. 

NOTICES 

AN EXHIBITION about the churches of 
the Vale of the White Horse will be open 
at Pendon Museum, Long Wittenham un- ( 
til Easter Monday 1991. The exhibition 
includes beautiful interiors and exteriors 
of the Vale’s mediaeval churches and a 
selection of fascinating brass rubbings. 
Admission is £1 .50 which includes all the 
museum’s permanent exhibits. Details; 
Mr K. Surman, 13 Green Crescent. 
Flackwell Heath, Bucks 06285 28253. 
24TH DEUTSCHER EVANGEL- 
ISCHER KIRCHENTAG. Christians 
from all over the world are invited to the 
1991 Kirchentag on 5-9 June at three cen- 


OXFORDSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd Anthony Russel, Bishop 
of Dorchester, Holmby 
House, Sibford Ferris, 
Banbury, Oxon OXJ5 5RG. 
Archdeacon: The Ven Frank 
Weston, Christ Church, 
Oxford. OXI 1DP. Tel: 0865 
276185. 

BERKSHIRE: The Rt Revd 
John Bone, Bishop of 
Reading, Greenbanks, Old 
Bath Road, Sonning, Reading 
RGI OSY. Tel 0734 692187. 
Archdeacon: The Ven David 
Griffiths, 21 Wilderness 
Road, Earley, Reading RG6 
2RU. Tel: 0734 663459. 


tres in Germany: Bochum, Dortmund and 
Essen. This year’s theme is “God’s Spirit 
— Liberation for Life”. If you are in- 
terested in the future of Europe, peace, 
justice and evanglism, mission and 
evanglism, dance and drama, bible study, 
and much more contact The Revd David 
Ratcliff, Diocesan House, 1 Lady Woot- 
ton’s Green, Canterbury, Kent CTI 1TL, 
0227 459401. 

CASSOCK AND SURPLICE. Ex 
cellent conditon (5' 10"). Free to good 
home. Hawkes, Reading 472641. 

The Oxford Centre for Mission Studies 
is holding two one-day study courses with 
Canon Dr Vinay Samuel, Executive 
Secretary of Partnership in Mission Asia 
and a Director of the Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies. Wed, November 28: A 
Theology of the Christian Encounter with 
Other Religions. Thurs, November 29: 
The Role of Micro-Business among the 
Poor in Community Development. Both 
courses are from 10.30am-4.30pm at the 
Oxford Centre for Mission Studies and 
cost £25 including lunch. Details 0865 
56071. 

Amah! and the Night Visitors, Menot- 
ti. Repeat of last, year’s acclaimed 
December production at Rhodes House, 
Oxford in aid of the Ashmolean Museum. 
However, boy singer, aged about ten 
urgently needed to play Amahl! Please 
contact Nancy Kenny on Oxford 270905. 


What Ho! Warborough-in-the-Wold 



THE clock went back to the 
1930s in Warborough, Ox- 
fordshire, recently when the 
Vicar, the Revd Peter Atkin- 
son (centre with the 
waistcoat!) and some of his 
parishioners took part in the 
making of an episode of 
‘Jeeves and Wooster’. 

The village became P. G. 
Wodehouse’s ‘Totleigh-in-the- 
Wold’, and Peter and the 
villagers dressed up in pre- 
War costumes to be filmed 
around the pavilion and pitch 
of a comic cricket match. 
Comedians Hugh Laurie and 
Stephen Fry played the lead 
parts in the series, which will 
be screened by ITV in the 
spring. We understand that 
Peter and his congregation 
have not yet applied for Equi- 
ty cards! 

Photo: Frank Blackwell. 


omni care 

INDEPENDENCE THIS AUTUMN 

SEE OUR RANGE OF POWERED 
WHEELCHAIRS, SCOOTERS, 
LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS AND 
REHABILITATION EQUIPMENT 


i» 


ICWIHICW 

S9 


MULTI STOREY 
CAR PARK 
Ground Floor 
Disabled Parking 


EXCHANGE ST 


The local response to all your needs with 
many items to help you with improved 
indepence and mobility. 

omnicare centre 


Monday to Friday 9-5. 30pm 
58B High Street 
Aylesbury. Tel: 415003 


& 


REMEMBERING 

THE word for ‘remember’ occurs frequently in Holy Scripture 
(in all its forms, over 200 times). The Hebrews remembered 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the founders of the nation. They 
remembered their bondage in Egypt, and their deliverance by 
the mighty hand of God. They remembered their lack of faith 
during the wilderness wanderings, and the loving provision of 
God for their physical needs. They remembered their occupa- 
tion of Canaan and their subsequent acts of apostasy. 

This was not a case of casual recollection, or mere nostalgia, 
they positively appropriated their past, and made it a consti- 
tuent of their present. Their festivals, whatever they may have 
stood for in the distant past, became vehicles of praise and shame 
as they remembered. The Church, too, lives on a memory of 
the past regularly recalled in public worship — the memory of 
the many who lived and died and rose agaon. “Do this,” our 
Lord said “in remembrance of me.” 

The little squall that arose at the end of the last series of Pro- 
menade Concerts reveals a certain ambivalence about our own 
national past. I am not particularly ashamed that Britannia once 
ruled the waves. Neither do I altogether despair that by the grace 
of God we could become a land of hope and glory. I do not find 
the Remembrance service an embarrassment. We remember, 
of course, shameful deeds that were done in the course of two 
world wars. I remember also those who paid a huge price in 
helping to preserve what they thought to be good in our past 
and in protecting the values for which they hoped this nation 
would continue to stand in the future. We rightly remember 
them and appropriate to our national life the sacrifice they made 
on our behalf. 

“They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old. Age 
shall not weary them nor the years condemn. At the going down 
of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.” 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the author of 
many books. He lives near Banbury. 


Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end of the line 


CONSIDERING A FITTED 
WARDROBE? 


We offer the widest range of made-to-measure 
sliding door wardrobes available locally. 
Choose from over 50 different styles, including 
silver, bronze, or grey tinted mirror, also many 
wood panel finishes. 

WE HAVE A SYSTEM 
TO SUIT EVERY BUDGET 
Phone for free colour brochures or visit our 
factory/showroom open daily till 5pm, Sunday 
mornings 9am-12.30pm. 

Don’t forget to bring your sizes for on-the-spot quotation! 

CLASSIC BEDROOM INTERIORS 
Unit 9, Harrier Park, Hawksworth, Didcot 
(nr. Power Station) 

Tel: (0235) 813525 24-hour (04882) 417 







